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VisitorSt. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Parish
418 East Sumner Street 
Northfield, MN 55057

507.645.8252

www.northfieldstp.org

Church office hours: 
Monday–Friday 
9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Worship
Sundays 9:00 a.m. (on-line)

Education
Sundays 10:00 a.m. (on-line)

Staff
David Weeks, Pastor, ext. 203
cell: 952.322.0064 
pastordavidweeks@northfieldstp.org

Julie Klock 
Children and Family  
Faith Formation, ext. 204
julieklock@northfieldstp.org

Mary Kay Bougie 
Coordinator of Music, ext. 208
marykaybougie@northfieldstp.org

Dennis McClintock 
Financial Administrator, ext. 205
dennismcclintock@northfieldstp.org

Terra Wierson 
Dir. of Communications, ext. 201
terrawierson@northfieldstp.org
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From  
Pastor David:

Dear Friends in Christ:

On the yearly calendar, we are now drawing near 
to the beginning of the pandemic. It’s been nearly 
one year that we have been living in this COVID 
reality. February 17 is Ash Wednesday--the beginning 
of Lent. It was during Lent last year that we were 
forced to go virtual. 

Fasting is one spiritual practice associated with 
Lent. Christians often give up sweets, alcohol, or 
some other favorite food. Denying oneself, or going 
without something we enjoy and appreciate can be 
a good spiritual disciple to build awareness of and 
connection to the world around us.

Does it feel like last year was an extended Lent? 
We fasted from community gatherings, singing, 
in-person worship, coffee/cookies/fellowship, etc. As 
some of us have now been vaccinated, and all of us 
likely know someone who has received the vaccine, 
we are hopeful for the day when we can begin a 
new normal.

Though I have many disappointments and 
frustrations due to COVID, I hope that I have learned 
something about me, you, and the world. As 
Christians, we recognize that loss, failure, mistakes, 
hurt, and anger are part of life. We may live in a 

manner to minimize the negatives, but we cannot 
escape them. I pray that Paul’s words about hope 
in the midst of challenges would direct, inspire, and 
inform us. 

And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit that has been given to us.

Our mid-week Lenten theme this year is “Created 
for Community,” which is somewhat ironic since 
we have not physically been together for nearly a 
year. We feel isolated from others, and yearn to be 
physically together again.Yet, it is also so appropriate 
and true, because even when isolated, we have been 
a community. 

What does it mean to be community and to 
find your identity, not as an individual, but within 
community? How is your life enriched by your 
connection with creation? 

I believe that we are a stronger community with 
a better sense of our identity and mission, and I am 
grateful to be but one member of a community 
seeking to share God’s love and grace with the 
world.

Peace,  David
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Faith Formation & adult EdFaith Formation & adult Ed  
   by Julie Klock, Faith Formation Director

Family Worship
Family Worship continues in February. The first two 

weeks will be the wrap-up of our bird lessons. If you have 
pet birds - Julie would like to talk with you! Please give her a 
call. 

As we move into Lent, we will be connecting with 
some of the classic stories of the Old Testament in new 
ways - looking at God’s continual quest for relationship and 
community.

Confirmation
J-Term with our friends from St. John’s, Bethel, and First 

UCC has been very interesting. We started with a Migrant 
Journey, getting acquainted with all the players and the 
decision making process someone goes through before 
traveling to the U.S./Mexican border. Subsequent lessons hit 
closer to home as Deanna Thompson of St. Olaf shared her 
journey with cancer and Emily Fulton from The Key helped 
the kids understand that even if something doesn’t happen 
TO them, it still matters. Our last event will be led by Dave 
Scherer and Joe Davis of Luther Seminary who rap, do 
slam poetry, and are some of the best anti-racist teachers 
around.

Books on Wednesdays
Something new on Wednesdays! Northfield Promise is 

distributing books through our local churches as part of 
its on-going effort to keep kids reading. Our atrium will be 
open for kids to pick-up books every Wednesday afternoon 
between 3:15 and 5:15. If you have new or gently used 
books for young readers, we will have a crate to collect 
them as well. Stay tuned for more about this new good 
neighbor adventure.

BeFrienders
BeFrienders will continue to listen to those who need it - 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with Julie if you need a kindly 
ear. They are here to listen. 

Summer
We’re not out of the woods yet - we don’t know how the 

pandemic will progress or retreat in the coming days so we 
are taking our best guess at what will be happening over 
the summer.

• Vacation Bible School:  We will again join with St. 
John’s, Emmaus and Bethel at the Bethel campus 
for family style VBS on three Wednesdays in August 
(8/4, 8/11, 8/18). All sessions will be held outdoors 
and all activities will be intended for multi-age 
groups. Plans are in the early stages, but we hope 
you’ll be part of this fun experiment!

• Family Camp?  We are looking into planning a 
family campout soon after school gets out. We are 
hoping to spend a weekend in tents and campers 
down at Good Earth Village. As their plans are not 
solid yet at GEV, it’s impossible to advertise a date, 
cost or any further plans, but start dreaming about 
how fun this could be for your family! Bring your 
own tent/camper.

• Milestones!  Given the circumstances of the past 
year - we are way behind on Milestones. Julie is 
working on some possibilities for catching up, 
either over the summer, or first thing in the fall.

Practicing Lent at Home
We are preparing materials for families to engage in 

the three traditional practices of Lent: Prayer, Fasting, and 
Almsgiving. If you are part of a household without children 
in residence but would like to participate or share this with 
someone else, please contact Julie for more information.

BiBlE Study on WEdnESdayS
Pastor David holds a Bible study on Wednedays at 10:30am 

called Lectio Divina. The scripture focuses on the gospel 
reading for the following Sunday. The Bible study is held on 
Zoom with the recurring meeting link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84491194572

The gospel lesson and link are included in the mid-week 
email sent out on Wednesday mornings. If you would like your 
email address added to the mailing list, subscribe by visiting: 
https://www.northfieldstp.org/email

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84491194572
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84491194572
https://www.northfieldstp.org/email
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muSic notESmuSic notES  
   by Mary Kay Bougie, Coordinator of Music

Last winter, the St. Peter’s Worship Choir dug in to a great arrangement of the hymn, “For Everyone Born.” 

I came across an article on this hymn from Community of Christ’s website,  https://www.cofchrist.org/for-everyone-born. You 
can read the text below. In it, you will find themes of peace-making, hospitality, and promoting a community which envelops 
the fruits of the spirit. The text, written by Shirley Erena Murray, addresses the worth of ALL persons. She writes, “I have used 
some of the very basic ideas of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – the right to shelter, safety, food, and later, the right 
to a job, to freedom of speech and worship. I’ve tried to put them in a context which relates directly to the Gospel, but without 
excluding those who are not of the Christian faith.” 

For Everyone Born, A Place at the Table

For everyone born, a place at the table,
for everyone born, clean water and bread,
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,
for everyone born, a star overhead.

Refrain:
And God will delight when we are creators
of justice and joy, compassion and peace;
yes, God will delight when we are creators
of justice, justice, and joy.

For woman and man, a place at the table,
revising the roles, deciding to share,
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power,
for woman and man, a system that’s fair. Refrain

For young and for old, a place at the table,
a voice to be heard, a part in the song,
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled,
for young and for old, the right to belong. Refrain

For everyone born, a place at the table,
to live without fear, and simply to be,
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship,
for everyone born, the right to be free. Refrain

Words: Shirley Erena Murray; Words © 2004 Hope 
Publishing Company. melody by Brian Mann, arranged 
by Tom Trenney Permission to reprint obtained from 
OneLicense.net license number A-708055.

Perhaps you will hear this hymn in our upcoming Lenten season. In another article, from a Presbyterian website (https://
pres-outlook.org/2018/02/musics-role-facilitating-paradox-lent-individual-journey-best-achieved-community/ ), this hymn is 
listed as a Lenten suggestion. Lent is a season where we “seek to receive new insights and to be stretched theologically and 
spiritually”.  As we prepare for our Lenten journey, here is a  listening reflection of the anthem, “For Everyone Born”:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqpdZq6TAfo

       ~Mary Kay

https://www.cofchrist.org/for-everyone-born
https://pres-outlook.org/2018/02/musics-role-facilitating-paradox-lent-individual-journey-best-achieved-community/
https://pres-outlook.org/2018/02/musics-role-facilitating-paradox-lent-individual-journey-best-achieved-community/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqpdZq6TAfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqpdZq6TAfo
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Date Time Ushers (in-person only) Reader

February 7 9:00 a.m. Ushers: Please contact 
the church office if you 

are not available or wish 
to be removed from the 
usher list. Thank you!

Scott Bergemann

February 14 9:00 a.m. Jolene Manzey

February 21 9:00 a.m. Diane Boyum 
Neale Thompson Steve Hill

February 28 9:00 a.m. Claire Hill 
Steve Hill Beth Vivant

March 7 9:00 a.m. Connie Albers  
Mark Albers Mary Bleckwehl

March 14 9:00 a.m. Sheryl Kleppe 
Jolene Manzey Sandy Bremer

March 21 9:00 a.m. Carmen Sevcik 
Laura Gilligan Richard DeBeau

March 28 9:00 a.m. Evonne Clay 
Ramona Pumper Connie Albers

Thank you, READERS! If you are unable to assist on the date 
assigned, please change with someone else on the list and 

contact the church office so that the bulletin can be updated.  
Also thank you, USHERS, for being available and flexible as this 

role is needed only when we hold in-person worship. Please 
understand we’re trying to do what is best for St. Peter’s and 
whether we have in-person worship may change, quickly. 

February & March 
Worship Leaders

“cr Eat E d  Fo r  co m m u i n t y”
Our mid-week Lenten worship services are currently scheduled to be on-line through Facebook Live, and through our website 

afterwards. Services all begin at 6:30 pm. As I have not discovered a safe and reasonable way to implement ashes, we will add “Ash 
Wednesday ashes” to our COVID fasting. We will celebrate Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday.

February 17 Ash Wednesday with Holy Communion

February 24 In Community with Creation Mark 4:35-41

March 3 In Community with all the Saints Mark 9:2-8

March 10 In Community with our Neighbor Mark 2:1-12

March 17 In Community with Those on the Margins Mark 5:1-20

March 24 In Community with Christ Mark 10:32-45

April 1 Maundy Thursday

April 2 Good Friday

i n -P Er S o n  W o r S h i P
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 17, we will again 

welcome up to 30 people to join us for in-person worship. 
Midweek Lenten services are at 6:30 p.m., and Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m. We will continue the protocol we 
used last October.

• Facemasks are required. Even if the MN mandate is 
lifted, we will maintain it.

• Seating will be available every other pew.
• You cannot sit by someone else unless you are in the 

same household.
• Please sit at either end of the pew to maintain distance.
• No congregational singing and minimal spoken 

responses.
• Please maintain 6 feet of distance when seated, and 

also when entering and exiting.
• The offering plate will not be passed, but will be on a 

stand in the back of the church.
• No handshaking or hugging.

We will have an online sign-up sheet on our website. You 
can sign up one week at a time. Please include the names 
of all people in your household attending, as well as contact 
information. You can also call the church office to register. 
Terra and Pastor David are in the office Tuesday-Friday, and 
we can add your name. When you arrive for worship, please 
check-in so that we can keep track of who is in worship. 
We need names and contact information of all worshipers 
should we have to do contact tracing.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Happy Birthday

Hunter Grobe 
Mary Jensen 

John Machacek 
Sara Rowan

2
Groundhog’s Day
10am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday

Judy Closson

3
10:30 am Virtual Bible 
Study, Lectio Divina 
6:30pm Confirmation

Happy Birthday

Sheri Jo Boyum 
Owen Prescott

4
Happy Birthday

Nolan Schmitz

5 

Happy Birthday

Andrew Albers 
Nathan Riley 

Laura Simonson 
Thelma Winter

6

7
9:00 am Worship  
w/ communion, FB livestream
10:00 am Family Worship on FB

8
Happy Birthday

Christine Lienke

9
10am Staff Meeting 
7pm Council Meeting

Happy Birthday

Bonnie Stowe 
Michael Humann

10
10:30 am Virtual Bible 
Study, Lectio Divina 
6:30pm Confirmation

Happy Birthday

Mark Albers 
Dave Gisvold 

Larry Odegard 
Michael Phelps

11
Happy Birthday

Lorinda Johnson

12 

Happy Birthday

Brian Edwards 
Janet Gilbertson

13
Happy Birthday

Gary Peterson 
Patty Schmidt 
Juli Standfuss

14
Valentine’s Day 
9:00 am Worship FB Livestream
10:00 am Family Worship on FB

Happy Birthday

Janice Odegard

15
Presidents’ Day

Happy Birthday

Mary Detlie 
Elaine Gravelle 

Janet Rasmussen

16
10am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday

Hazel Peterson 
Nolan Sabyan 
Ryan Sabyan 
Greg Weiler

17
Ash Wednesday 
10:30 am Virtual Bible 
Study, Lectio Divina 
6:30pm Worship 
7:30pm Confirmation

Happy Birthday

Mason Babbini 
Jacob Larsen

18
Happy Birthday

Maxwell Hallcock 
Chad Santa

19 

Happy Birthday

Aaron Goldstein 
Linda Ness

20
9am Hyland Park 
get-together

Happy Birthday

Linda Rowan

21
9:00 am Worship  
w/ communion, FB livestream, 
register to attend in person
10:00 am Family Worship on FB

Happy Birthday

Andrew Grant

22 23
10am Staff Meeting

24
10:30 am Virtual Bible 
Study, Lectio Divina 
6:30pm Worship 
7pm Confirmation

Happy Birthday

Carson Babbini 
Jeff Picha

25
Happy Birthday

Sophie Kaplan 
Margaret Knapper 

Gary Van Erp

26
 

Happy Birthday

Reid Behrens

27
Happy Birthday

David Weeks

28
9:00 am Worship FB Livestream , 
register to attend in person
10:00 am Family Worship on FB

Happy Birthday

Julie Klock

February Events & Birthdays
If your birthday 
was not listed, 

please contact the 
Church Office and 
we will add your 
birthday to our 

database.  Thanks!

tha nk you From ha nnah circlE
The response of our congegation to the request for money to by supplies for Baby Care Kits was 

amazing. The Hannah circle was able to have enough supplies to assemble 30 kits!  The care kits were 
sent to Mission Field.  Thank you, members of St. Peter’s’ for your generous contributions!

LoveLove is PATIENT. is PATIENT.
            LoveLove is KIND. is KIND.
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

St. Peter’s Mission Statement:  
Believe, Belong, Become. 
To express God’s love and  

grace in building a community  
where people believe in God,  

belong to Christ, 
and become disciples who  
serve in day to day living.  
Council
Steve Hill, President 

stevendhill12@hotmail.com

Patrick Bougie, VP 
bougiepatrick@yahoo.com

Tom Picha, Treasurer 
picha6@charter.net

Amy Sillanpa, Secretary 
amy.sillanpa@gmail.com

Claire Hill 
clairehill20@hotmail.com

Bette Lee 
frbelee@gmail.com

Sheryl Kleppe 
skkleppe@gmail.com

Naomi Ziegler 
zieg0110@umn.edu

Sick? Hospitalized?
Please contact the Church 
Office if you would like a 
visit from Pastor Weeks. 

(507) 645-8252
Or visit  

www.northfieldstp.org/
prayers-and-announcements

lEt’S Go SkiinG.. . SnoWShoEinG.. . hikinG!
It won’t be Maplelag, but it will still be fun! 

For many years, a group of men has traveled 
northwest to Maplelag Resort (Callaway, MN) the 
last weekend in February. Due to the pandemic 
we cannot go this year, but we’re offering an 
alternative. Let’s go skiing on Saturday, February 20 
at Hyland Park in Bloomington. This event is open 

to all--not just men. Hyland Park does offer cross 
country ski rentals and also has paved walking 
paths and snowshoe trails. The plan is to meet at 
Hyland at 9:00 a.m. We’ll ski, walk, snowshoe for an 
hour and a half and then gather in the parking lot 
to visit. Bring a thermos of coffee or hot chocolate. 
Question? Contact Pastor David.

GivE Blood
Another American Red Cross blood drive will be coming to St. Peter’s on March 

5th. Be sure to register on-line: redcrossblood.org  or call: 1-800-RED-CROSS

ELCA Lenten study guide, calendar 
and other resources are available on 

the 40 Days of Giving website.

http://redcrossblood.org
https://community.elca.org/40daysdonate
https://community.elca.org/40days
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Staff Reports:
• Pastor David Weeks provided a report. Highlights include:
   Ministry/Activities of previous month:
 Lead worship, preach and preside at holy communion
 - 1 funeral--Les Lundell
 - Working at St. Peter’s, I do get to have short visits with people who drop by, 

and I continue to make phone calls to check in with our members.
 - Lectio Divina continues on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
 - Our Christmas Eve worship service went well. Our worship on Sunday, 

December 27, has been watched even more. Julie coordinated/organized 
many individuals and families to read and share memories. It was pre-
recorded, which was different for us, but it went well.

 - The Twelve Days of Christmas organized by Mary Kay was excellent. Our 
“engagements” varied from 40 to 150 on the various days.

 - We have been live-streaming funerals which has worked very well.
 - Met with Tom and Steve to talk about our budget/ministry plan. While we 

have stewardship challenges ahead of us, I am also grateful and pleased with 
the faithfulness of the congregation in 2020. We began 2020 addressing 
our challenges and opportunities. Unfortunately, COVID hit just as we were 
getting the ball rolling. The pandemic has reminded me of the power and 
importance of saying “thank you.” I intend to have some stewardship news/
inspiration in every Parish Visitor in 2021 and the Nominating Committee is 
seeking to enlarge our Ministry Team. 

   Looking Ahead:
 - The Annual Report will likely be smaller than previous years, but we hope to 

have it printed and posted online around the 20th.
 - January 24 is a Zoom trial run with a presentation of our 2021 Budget/

Ministry Plan
 - Annual Meeting is on the 31st.
 - Arly Boyum funeral this coming Sunday.
 - Lent will begin on February 17. Mary Kay and I are working on a theme for 

our Wednesday night services.

• Julie Klock provided a report. Some of the highlights include: 
   - Family Worship. Family Worship through Transfiguration will reference 

scriptural references to birds. We have already examined the dove/Holy Spirit 
in the Baptism of Jesus story. This week we will talk about worry (and trust) 
using the passage in Matthew that exhorts us to consider the birds who 
neither sow or reap nor store up in barns. . . there will be a total of six lessons 
on this theme.

   - Communication. The callers continue to call. Callers and BeFrienders 
continue to report that their relationships with their phone buddies continue 
to grow. We are hoping to have a joint Zoom gathering with callers and 
BeFrienders for mutual support soon.

   - BeFrienders.  Met as usual on the first Thursday of January. Interesting 
exercise in eliciting stories and conversation led by Mary Fransen.

   - Youth. We are very excited to launch the J-Term confirmation in 
conjunction with St. John’s, Bethel and First UCC. We have 4 weeks of 
exceptional speakers lined up. Classes will be recorded for those who cannot 
attend, and possibly for others as well.

   - Prayer Chain.  It has been a quiet month for the prayer chain. We added 
two new members.

   - Christmas Program. Program was presented in 12/27 worship and was 
very well received. Statistics indicate that nearly 300 locations watched the 
program. Kudos to everyone who participated, and special thanks to intern 
Josie Lynn who put it all together.

   - Good Earth Village.   I will be attending the annual meeting (virtual) and 
the January board meeting in the coming days. We will be making decisions 
regarding summer program plans.

Capital Projects Committee: Picha gave us an update about the roof project. Our 
insurance claim has been approved and $120,800 will be paid out to cover 
the roof expenses. The roof work will begin in the Spring. 

Nominating Committee:  The committee met and is working on asking church 
members to run for open council positions (secretary and member at large) 
and to join ministry teams.

Treasurer’s Report:  Picha provided a financial report. In December, the church 
offerings equaled 55K, which is similar to last year. The church is very grateful 
for the generosity of our members. We obtained a PPP grant this year which 
helped the budget. 27K deficit for 2020. During this time when we are unable 
to gather in person, church members can give their offerings through Paypal, 
Vanco, Billpay or another automatic payment service. Members can also mail 
a check to the church if they prefer. Thank you for your financial support of St. 
Peter's Church.

2021 Budget Process/recommendation:  The council reviewed the 2021 budget 
proposal. Picha made a motion to propose the 2021 budget; Bougie 
seconded. All approved.

Parsonage Update:  Kleppe reported they are working on filling Sarah’s house. 

Use of Church Protocol Update:  The proposed St. Peters Building Use Policy 
was sent out to the council so council members could review prior to the 
meeting. The council discussed.

Annual Meeting:  The annual meeting will take place on January 31 at 10:00am. 
We will meet on zoom. The church will send out the zoom link the week of 
the meeting. We need at least 40 people to attend to make quorum. Kleppe 
will watch for number of participants.  The ministry plan will be presented on 
January 24.

Sabbatical leave requests:  Pastor Week returned 2 months early from his 
sabbatical to Australia due to the pandemic. Next January 2022, he and 
Michon have the opportunity to travel in Italy during J-Term (off campus 
study trip with St. Olaf ). 

Julie Klock is requesting that she be able to take 8-10 weeks off during the 
summer of 2021 and do some curriculum development and participate in a 
writing workshop. Annalisa will be working over the summer and can help 
cover youth programming. 

Lee made a motion that we approve Pastor Week’s sabbatical of January 2022 
to conclude his sabbatical time that begin in 2020 and that we approve 
Klock’s sabbatical request for 8-10 weeks off during summer of 2021. Kleppe 
seconded. All approved.

Closing:  Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:55 pm.

Next Council Meeting is Tuesday, February 9 at 7pm via zoom. 
Submitted by Amy Sillanpa, Secretery

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Council Highlights
January 12, 2020 • 7:00 p.m. 
Present:  Bougie, C. Hill, S. Hill, Kleppe, Julie Klock, Lee, Picha, Pastor David Weeks, Sillanpa, Ziegler
Approval of the Agenda: The agenda was approved by all.
Devotions: The devotion was led by Pastor David who read a devotion from Psalm 46.
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the December minutes was made by Kleppe and seconded by Picha – all voted yes.
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 St. Peter’s Lutheran/Northfield

Like us on
Facebook

A ministry request form is now on our website at  
www.northfieldstp.org, under the ministry tab. 

Find us
On-Line

www.northfieldstp.org

Worship on-line with us Sunday mornings at 9:00 am!
Facebook Live

facebook.com/northfieldstp

Watch replays and find service bulletins on our website:
www.northfieldstp.org

February 17 Ash Wednesday with Holy Communion

February 24 In Community with Creation Mark 4:35-41

March 3 In Community with all the Saints Mark 9:2-8

March 10 In Community with our Neighbor Mark 2:1-12

March 17 In Community with Those on the Margins Mark 5:1-20

March 24 In Community with Christ Mark 10:32-45

April 1 Maundy Thursday

April 2 Good Friday

Worship in Lent
      IN PERSON AT 6:30 PM

Worship in Lent
      ON-LINE, LIVE AT 6:30 PM

Please register on the website if you would like to worship in person. See page 4 for more.Please register on the website if you would like to worship in person. See page 4 for more.

http://www.facebook.com/northfieldstp
http://www.northfieldstp.org

