
Sunday, October 17, 2021 
9:00 am

"The Kingdom of God is like a Thistle Patch""The Kingdom of God is like a Thistle Patch"

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Pastor David Weeks

418 Sumner Street E, Northfield, MN 55057
Office hours: Tuesday-Friday 9 am - 2 pm

507-645-8252 | northfieldstp.org | facebook.com/northfieldstp

Worship Notes
Welcome to our church family today as we celebrate the presence of the 

risen Jesus Christ in our lives and in our world. We pray that you will 
experience God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit—as you worship with us.

The music printed in the back of this bulletin The music printed in the back of this bulletin 
includes that which is not in our hymnal.includes that which is not in our hymnal.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #28318. New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Permission to reproduce / podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
OneLicense.net license number A-708055 unless otherwise noted.

Be sure to subscribe to receive weekly emails from us!  
You can do so on our website at www.northfieldstp.org/email

Rooted in Love

Affirmation of BaptismAffirmation of Baptism



Gathering
Prelude “Shall We Gather at the River” 

    arr. Sam B. Owens (1984, Augsburg, from 5 Little Romantic Preludes on Early 
American Hymntunes)

Welcome

Confession & Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,

who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection

P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,  
things we have done and things we have failed to do.  
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,  
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of † Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.

Opening Hymn “Shall We Gather at the River” elw #423 
    Public domain

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.   

Kyrie “Kyrie Eleison”   included  
   Permission granted by composer MK Bougie ©2020

Hymn of Praise “Glory to God”   included 
   Permission granted by composer MK Bougie ©2021

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray, 
Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on 
earth. Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire 
always and only your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen

Childrens Message Julie Klock

Word
Lessons Psalms 1

Revelation 22:1-5, 16



Gospel Acclamation “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”   included 
elw #512

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
Gospel Matthew 13:31-32

P: The gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message Pastor David Weeks

Hymn of the Day “Gather Us In"   elw #532

Affirmation of Baptism elw p. 234
Blessings to:

Prayers of the People

Special Music “You Say” 
   Lauren Daigle, Jason Ingram, Paul Mabury, arr. Cody Howard McVey

©2109 LifeWay Worship Resources, used by permission, CCLI#7071357,  
lic. #2292957.

Meal
Recognition of Offering

Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen.

Words of Institution elw p. 108

Lord’s Prayer elw p. 112

Holy Communion

Prayer after Communion
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished 
us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now 
send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth 
this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

Sending
Blessing

Closing Hymn  “For the Fruit of All Creation”  elw #679

Dismissal
P: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” 
    (AR HYD Y NOS) arr. Michael Burkhardt

(Star, Seven hymn Improvisations and Free Accompaniments, Set I)

Keith Harner
Kennedy Larsen
Logan Miller
Logan Prescott

Axel Randall
Devon Seeley
Rowan Seeley
Seth Thompson



Thank you, Sunday morning worship leaders:
Ushers: Laura Gilligan & Bette Lee 
Reader: Connie Albers 
Livestream: Terra Wierson 
Organist: Richard Collman 

Musicians: Worship Choir; 
  Clarinetist: Claire Hill 
  Flautist: Megan DeMaris 
Coffee: Norma Lundell & Mary Boyum

Offering:  Use the offering plates set in the back of the church while worshiping in person. 
Please keep giving while worshiping remotely. Options include sending in or dropping off, 
auto giving through Vanco or bill pay, or using the included QR code for Pay Pal. Thank you!

Prayer Ministry:
Contact the church office to submit names of people to be included in our Sunday 

prayers. Please provide an update when possible if situations improve.

Today we pray especially for: 
Paula B. (daughter of Judy), Larry B. (brother of Sandra), Julie B. (cousin of 

Richard), Keith H. (son of Dan & Shari), Danny H. (Godson of Linda),  
Daryl K., Tami L., Christopher L., Cindy M. (sister of Tami), Ian (grandson of 
Joan), Jennifer R. (daughter-in-law of Sheila), Bonnie S. (sister-in-law of Joan), 
Mary S., Mark W. (brother of Claire), Paul W. (brother of Marilyn), Karen W. 

(cousin of Carmen, Char), Ken W. (brother-in-law of Jeannie), and  
Emily Z. (niece of Mary Kay).

If you would like a visit from Pastor David, please contact the Church Office at 645-8252.
Last names are withheld for on-line privacy. Remember, God always knows who you are praying for!

About worship this month:  Throughout the Sundays in October, based on Ephesians 
3:17, we will have a sermon series entitled “Rooted in Love.” Roots bring both stability and 
nourishment. In this world of constant change and uncertainty, we are dependent upon 
our roots. 

The Bible in general, and Jesus in particular, use many agrarian images to describe God’s 
love and Kingdom. The Kingdom of God is like scattered seed that does, or does not take 
root (Matthew). Faith is like a tree planted beside a stream (Psalms & Jeremiah).

How rooted are you? In what are you rooted? Are your roots deep enough, wide enough, 
healthy enough to withstand the challenges and difficulties of life?

Rooted in God’s love, we abundantly love and serve our neighbor and the world God 
loves. (from Pastor David's newsletter article)

https://www.northfieldstp.org/newsletter


Forgot your checkbook? 
Worshiping at home or 
on the go? No problem. Take 
advantage of the easy way to 
give: Scan with your phone’s 
camera for paypal.

Wednesday Meals & Worship: This Wednesday is the start of MEA for 
Nfld Schools. There will be no youth activities, supper or worship at St. Peter's that 
evening. Music rehearsals will still be held on the 20th.

Meals on Wheels: It's our turn to deliver meals for Northfielders through 
Meals on Wheels. Sign up for a route (or three!) October 10-23. Each route/day 
takes about an hour. Pick up meals from the Nfld Hospital food service. Thank 
you! Link:   https://bit.ly/3m2u5it

Trunk or Treat: 10/31, Halloween. Kids, wear church-friendly costumes to 
the morning church service, then meet in the classrooms! Adults/parents, dress 
up your hatch, trunk or truck bed in the parking lot to get ready for our trick-or-
treaters!

Operation Joy: Operation Joy, a community-wide gift sharing program of 
the Community Action Center (CAC), is set to take place on December 8, 2021! 
Through the generosity of hundreds of individual donors and dedicated volunteers, 
approximately 900 Northfield area children from 350 households will receive gifts 
through Operation Joy this year. While the pandemic has changed some aspects of 
Operation Joy, our goal remains the same: to provide a joyful holiday experience 
for all children in our community. 
At this time, the most impactful way our community can help support this goal is 
through monetary donations. Donations will be used to purchase gift cards, which 
will give families the opportunity to select gifts their children will enjoy the most. 
In keeping with tradition, children will still each receive a pair of pajamas and 
families will receive a blanket, all lovingly sewn by local volunteers. If you would 
like to support Operation Joy, donations can be made in the following ways:  
online:  communityactioncenter.org/operation-joy 
mail: send a check directly to: CAC c/o Operation Joy, 1651 Jefferson Parkway, 
Suite HS-200.     donations by November 19, 2021.

https://bit.ly/3m2u5it
communityactioncenter.org/operation-joy



