
Ahalan w sahalan (welcome) to my second YAGM newsletter! I've been having an 

unforgettable fall here in JWB, and hope the few snippets I'm able to share with you through 

the confines of this short newsletter can offer a glimpse into my last couple of months. 

There have been many reasons to celebrate , one of them being my host 

father 's birthday at the beginning of October! This was a happy day from start 

to finish--we spent the early afternoon preparing "zarb", which is meat and 

vegetables cooked in an underground oven, sealed tightly with mud which we 

slapped onto the outside. Fadi enjoyed watching me and Professor Bob, a 

fellow American staying with my host family also from Wisconsin, try our 

clumsy hands at this Palestinian tradition (pictured left). After a big celebratory 

meal w ith my entire host family and much of the extended family, Abeer, my 

host mother, pulled out THREE birthday 

cakes, (one of which pictured right) and we 

sang "Happy Birthday" in English and Arabic. 

One of my litt le host cousins added in the 

"cha cha cha"s. A feeling of warmth and 

family, along with my host dad's witty sense 

of humor, kept a grin on everyone's face the whole night.  

A second source of celebration, this one throughout the entire community, was 

olive harvest season! Four  weekends across October and one last time in 

November were spent atop (pictured right below), beneath (pictured left below 

with fellow YAGMs), or entangled with an olive tree, "milking" (term coined by 

Salameh, a member of one of the YAGM host 

families who took us to his trees to harvest) 

ol ive branches. I harvested olives with many 

different people across my community; 

coworkers, YAGM, the Church of the 

Redeemer, and even my students. I loved 

this opportunity to bond with those I was 

picking with, either by singing traditional 

Palestinian songs with my students, laughing 

with my coworker, or completing my country 

coordinator 's challenge to harvest a whole 

tree in 15 minutes in exchange for free 

baklava (which, of course, we did).
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cel ebr at ing st udent s
I  love love love my students, and seeing their  br ight 
smi l ing faces each Monday and Tuesday in my work at 
the school is one of the biggest joys here. Teaching 
them camp songs, walking them through English 
exercises alongside the amazing teachers I volunteer  
w ith, and becoming their  students dur ing lunch when 
they help me w ith my Arabic homework has created 
some relationships I am extr emely thankful for. 

In the beginning of October  I was granted a wonder ful 
oppor tuni ty to better  connect w ith students w ith a 
hike to Wadi Qelt, located in the deser t en route to 
Jer icho. Though the students were not as enthused as I 
was to be tr udging along in 90 degree heat, hiking 
always foster s deeper  conversation, and I got to hear  a 
bi t more about some of my students' interests, 
passions, and challenges walking alongside them past 
water fal ls, deser t palms (pictured below ), and one 
cave-dwell ing herd of goats. 

Reformation Sunday also offered a special oppor tuni ty 
to connect more w ith some students, as they had 
received special permission to tr avel from the West 
Bank into Jerusalem to per form as a choir  for  the 
Arabic, English, and German-speaking congregation of 
the Church of the Redeemer  in the Old City. Though 
they expressed feel ings of ner vousness to me 
beforehand, their  Palestinian melodies wafting 
through the stone sanctuar y was one of the most 
beauti ful things I 've exper ienced in my YAGM year  
thus far.

(For  a sample of this amazing singing, head over  to the 
ELCJHL's Facebook page--Pastor  Car r ie posted a video).

Cel ebr at ing  Rel igious 
Diver sit y
Continuing Education for  November  was about Islam, 
something ver y 
prevalent in al l  of 
our  l ives here in 
Jerusalem and 
the West Bank. 
We spent one 
afternoon 
learning about 
and discussing 
the roots and 
pr inciples of 
Islam, and what 
i t means to be a 
Muslim here, 
where in many of 
our  communities 
Islam is the 
major i ty r el igion 
and Chr istiani ty 
the minor i ty, 
ver sus in the 
United States 
where 

this r atio is f l ipped. We 
were ver y lucky to have an 
exclusive tour  of the 
Al-Aqsa mosque (pictured 
above), which included 

being able to enter  the 
mosque i tself  (pictured below ) 

and hear  from a ver y 
know ledgeable tour  guide the 

impor tance and signi f icance of this place people of the 
Muslim fai th. We concluded this exper ience by 
acknow ledging how  much we have yet to learn in 
addition to how , l ike Chr istiani ty, Islam looks ver y 
di f ferent across di f ferent communities, locations, and 
even 
w ithin 
fami l ies. 

Al - Aqsa 
Mosque, (Dome 
of  t he Rock)



Cel ebr at ing  
Env ir onmental  Wor k
Perhaps the culmination of my ol ive har vesting 
adventures was reached through the Olive Har vest 
Festival, pul led off  by the Environmental Education 
Center  (EEC) ,where I am lucky enough to spend my 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

The EEC has a small staff , but a hardworking one. I  
r el ish my time w ith each one of them, and am ver y 
proud of the work they do. The Olive Har vest Festival 
was a ver y happening event--there were vendors 
sel l ing a large var iety of ol ive-related products, 
tr adi tional Palestinian dancing, singing, a fashion 
show  of histor ical Palestinian dress, and speeches 
from var ious public f igures. The ol ive har vest i tself  
brought people together , and this celebration did a 
wondrous job making sure the season went out w ith a 
bang.

Our  staff  at the EEC barely took a breath after  
concluding this celebration to begin work on another : 
the 10th Palestinian Conference for  Environmental 
Awareness and Education. 

The conference featured many sessions on 
environmental ini tiatives happening throughout the 
West Bank. The EEC's ongoing bir d r esearch br ings l i fe 
to Palestinian ecology and previously undocumented 
bir d migration patterns and species know ledge.

One session highl ighted a ver y talented ar tist in the 
Sha'fat Refugee camp, located near  Ramallah, who has 
combined her  passions w ith ar t and environmental 
protection to star t up a ver y impressive r ecycled ar t 
ini tiative. 

The conference was a great way to br ing members of 
environmental ini tiatives from al l  over  the wor ld to 
talk about working together  to take care of our  ear th. 

(Pictured below : the EEC Staff including i ts 2 Swedish, 
one German, and one Amer ican (me) volunteers at the 
conference's conclusion).

"Shukran" (thank you) for  r eading this and for  ever yone's continuous 
suppor t. I  couldn't do i t w i thout my community back home, and feel so 
ver y grateful for  this ongoing oppor tuni ty which offer s wonder  and 
inspir ation in some shape or  form each and ever y day. Blessings as we 
head into the Thanksgiving and Chr istmas season, and feel fr ee to emai l 
me w ith any questions or  comments at mbfroi@gmail.com. Sending love 
from the Holy Land! 

 -Maddi
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