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VisitorSt. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Parish
March 2020

418 East Sumner Street 
Northfield, MN 55057

507.645.8252

www.northfieldstp.org

Church office hours: 
Monday–Friday 
9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Worship
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays (Sept-April) 6:30 p.m.

Education
Sundays 10:10 a.m. 
Wednesdays (Sept-April) 6:30 p.m.

Staff
David Weeks, Pastor, ext. 203
cell: 952.322.0064 
pastordavidweeks@northfieldstp.org

Julie Klock 
Children and Family  
Faith Formation, ext. 204
julieklock@northfieldstp.org

Mary Kay Bougie 
Coordinator of Music, ext. 208
marykaybougie@northfieldstp.org

Dennis McClintock 
Financial Administrator, ext. 205
dennismcclintock@northfieldstp.org

Terra Wierson 
Office Administrator, ext. 201
terrawierson@northfieldstp.org

What’s Inside
Pg. 2-3 Family & Faith Formation 
 Adult Ed Opportunities

Pg. 3 Music Notes

Pg. 4-5 Calendars

Pg. 6 Announcements

Pg. 7 Council Highlights

Season of

LENT ALMSGIVINGREPENTANCE

SELF DENIAL

PRAYER

I spent much of my career expressing gratitude. 
My work in the Advancement Division at St. Olaf 
College focused on donor relations, acknowledging 
and recognizing those who had provided financial 
support for the college, its programs, and its 
students. In the profession of fundraising, we use 
terms such as prospect, identification, qualification, 
cultivation, solicitation, stewardship. But none of this 
really produces results without the “secret sauce” of 
philanthropy – a Greek term which directly translated 
means “love of humankind.”

Everyone knows how wonderful it feels to receive 
gifts, but the joy of getting is short-lived. I’ve had the 
privilege of working with people who understand 
that our lives are truly richer when we share, and that 
great inner joy comes from helping others to better 
their lives. Giving is good for the soul, and the act of 
giving can be of greater value to the giver than to the 
recipient. 

What compels people to be philanthropic? There 
are many answers, from “Others have a need and I 
have the means,” to “I feel better about myself,” and 
even “God wants me to.”

While the mystery of why generosity grows in 
the hearts of only some of us is beyond human 
understanding, many alumni and donors with whom 
I’ve worked have reflected on the opportunities 
they had as students, thanks to others’ generosity. 
To express their gratitude, they want to give back 
to enable students to have similar meaningful 
experiences. Another reason some choose to give is 
the belief that they are not giving to the college but 
rather through the college to create a better world, 
that there is no better investment in the future of the 
world than in the young men and women about to 
enter it.

I remember a very specific, wonderful example of 
two people who found a tangible way to do both – 
to demonstrate the gratitude that they felt in their 
hearts while investing in the lives of current and 
future students.

International and off-campus study is an integral 
component of a St. Olaf education. One of the most 
rewarding programs, Global Semester, requires 

extensive air travel and field excursions. These 
significant costs are passed on to participants, placing 
this program out of reach for many students.

Because of their own life-changing experiences 
in this program, husband and wife alums, Larry and 
Lynn, established an endowed fund that will enable 
St. Olaf students to participate in this signature 
program for the same cost as studying on campus. 
They stated that their global experiences have 
shaped their world view and who they are. They 
“hope to encourage students’ development of a 
global perspective, foster their learning about the 
world and other cultures, broaden their horizons, and 
enhance their self-discovery.” Their gift will bring great 
joy (and great relief ) to the families of the students 
accepted into the program, but I can honestly say 
that no one was more thrilled about this gift than the 
two people who made it.

I realize that not many of us have the resources to 
establish a large endowment at a college. But we all 
have felt gratitude and we all can find ways to give 
back – time, talent, or treasure – to our congregations, 
our communities, and all of the other institutions and 
organizations that do good work in the world.

I am grateful for parents and a church family who 
provided me with living examples of this principle 
while I was growing up. I am grateful to be part of 
this congregation that helped shape the beliefs 
and values of my own children, a congregation of 
people who seek to follow Christ and pursue God’s 
redeeming work in the world. We are called to serve, 
and we are called to give.

Giving from the heart is one of the best 
investments you can make. It’s the joy and “love of 
humankind” that brings true happiness and union 
with God. 

What are you grateful for? What will you give?

Peace,
Connie Albers, 
Member of St. Peter’s

FORGIVENESS
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
• Kids Sing in Church March 1 - wear your tee-shirts! 
• Combined Sunday School March 22 nd (spring break) 
• No Sunday School March 29 th (spring break) 
• Family Walk Through Holy Week April 5 th (Palm Sunday) 
• If you have not yet completed your parent survey, please  
  respond as soon as possible.

CAMP
How Does Your Garden Grow? will be our No School Camp 

Day March 30th . Join us for a full day of gardening fun, 
and go home with a project you can tend all summer long. 
Camp is open to children in K-5 th grades from any and all 
elementary schools. $25/child, $40/family. Registration is 
now open! Looking for volunteers:

• Gardeners - share about your gardens, help us plant stuff
• Crafters - help us make stuff with paint and seeds & glue
• Snack/Lunch helpers - prep/serve/clean up snacks from  

          the “garden”!

Knights of the North Castle Vacation Bible School will be 
June 8-11, 9-11:30am, at Bethel (1321 North Ave) ages 3-2 
nd grade. Register now - June 1 st on the website or stop by 
and see Julie.

Looking for volunteers: Science leaders, Snack helpers, 
Group guides (HS or adult), Buddies (Middle School 
assistants)

Created Good is the theme of our Good Earth Village Day 
Camp this year. Watch the website for the registration link 
- it will be up and working soon! As always, we will need at 
least 4 high school/middle school volunteers to help the 
counselors, and people to provide counselor housing and 
meals. Please let Julie know if you want to help out!

YOUTH
Bowling! All Youth night at Jesse James Lanes with 

Annalissa and Megan! Drop off at Lanes at 6:30 and pick-up 
at 9:00. Youth fund will pay for your bowling, but bring $$ 
for snacks.

Confirmation class will meet briefly after worship 
throughout Lent except 3/25 (spring break) and 4/8 (Holy 
Week). An assignment went home with students on Feb. 19.

ADULTS
Women’s Retreat: We are exploring the possibility of 

holding a 2 day/1 night women’s retreat after Easter. A 
survey will be sent to everyone who expresses an interest in 
attending. If this is of interest to you, please contact Julie by 
March 12th to get a link to the survey.

BOOK STUDY  INSPIRED: SLAYING 
GIANTS, WALKING ON WATER, AND LOVING 
THE BIBLE AGAIN

Beginning on Sunday, March 1, JoAnne Olson will be 
leading a book discussion. If interested, please purchase a 
copy of the book at Content downtown or order on Amazon

March 1 - Origin Stories
March 15 - Deliverance Stories
March 22 - War Stories
March 29 - Wisdom Stories
April 5 - Resistance Stories
April 19 - Gospel Stories
April 26 - Fish Stories
May 3 - Church Stories

From the book cover:
“If the Bible isn’t a science book or an instruction manual, 

then what is it?  What do people mean when they say the Bible 
is inspired?  When Rachel Held Evans found herself asking 
these questions, she began a quest to better understand 
what the Bible is and how it is meant to be read.  What she 
discovered changed her - and it will change you too.”

WONDROUS LOVE 
  2020 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL

These books are available at St. Peter’s around the build-
ing. Please take one home with you! Large print is also 
available. From the book’s own description:

“This beautiful, full-color Lenten devotional highlights 
readings from the gospel of Matthew 
with 46 entries, one for each day in Lent. 
Each reading is accompanied by a photo, 
a quote to ponder, a reflection, and a 
prayer.

Wondrous Love explores Jesus’ journey 
from baptism to the cross and the empty 
tomb, as depicted in Matthew.”

Family and Faith Formation & Adult Ed 
 by Julie Klock, Faith Formation Director

https://www.northfieldstp.org/youth
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On March 8, the 2nd Sunday of Lent, 
we will, for the third year, engage in a 
cappella singing. That is, singing without 
instrumental accompaniment (first def.) 
or singing in the style of church or chapel 
music (second def.) Those dry definitions 
will hardly do justice to what we engage 
in. Upon the encouragement of the Hymn 
Society of America, we will once again hear 
ourselves sing in different ways. So let me 
point out five big C’s that might guide us 
along.

The first “C” is the very word a cappella, 
defined above. We will sing without 
accompaniment but yet with much 
encouragement from me and the worship 
choir. And no one can make a mistake – it’s 
easy with high and low voices.

The second “C” begins with another “a” 
and this word is acoustics, the sound within 
our sanctuary. With recent renovations, 
the sound is much livelier, even several 
seconds, which helps music to carry and 
our voices to blend even better than 
before. St. Peter’s is a singing church, and 
we sound better because we can hear each 

other more because of more hard surfaces.

The third “C” is for creed. This means 
we sing our creeds and faith and beliefs. 
Martin Luther said that next to the Word of 
God, music is its handmaiden. Composer, 
lute player, and singer, Luther refined the 
Catholic mass into the language of the 
people and helped them sing what they 
believe. Lutherans have been doing this 
ever since. We may not remember sermons; 
we will always remember hymns.

The fourth “C” is for community. Walter 
Bruggemann, biblical scholar, wrote in 
his recent book A Glad Obedience, about 
hymn singing. He said “We sing in order to 
acknowledge and attest that the center 
of our daily life is in the deep reality of 
faithful relationships, sacramental mystery, 
and thick meanings. When we do not sing 
regularly in the company of the baptized 
community (that is, “sealed as Christ’s own 
forever”), we are easily talked out of these 
realities, and we settle for what is cheap, 
thin, and convenient, which is so much on 
offer among us. That is why we sing!” (p. 
196)

And the last “C” is for countercultural. 
There just isn’t much live singing anymore 
in our culture. Singing unites people 
whether in church or at Rotary (yes, I 
lead singing at Rotary too!) And singing 
together pushes against much that would 
tear us down in our culture and isolate 
us. We push against the culture with our 
song to God the cosmic lover and healer of 
brokenness. We sing of salvation, whole life, 
for the whole world. We sing about hope!

In other words, along with these five “C’s”, 
we are reminded from the Hymn Society 
of America that  “We believe that the holy 
act of singing together shapes faith, heals 
brokenness, transforms lives, and renews 
peace.”  Not to mention that it is fun and 
transformative. I look forward to March 8th.

Peace,
Richard

Music Notes: "A Cappella" 
 by Richard Collman, Minister-Musician, Organist

Generosity is a spiritual discipline and it flows best from a grateful 
heart. In a world that is constantly telling us we need more, gratitude 
and generosity remind us that we have more than we need. Lent is 
traditionally a season of giving to those in need, so it seems like a 
good time to practice generosity.

This issue of the Parish Visitor includes a special calendar that mixes 
giving with counting our blessings during the 40 days of Lent. Create 
an Alms Jar or Box and then follow the calendar instructions daily. 
There are 40 days of Lent, and if your household is average, you’ll 
probably wind up with about $40 in your Alms Jar by Easter. This is a 
special offering, above and beyond what you would ordinarily give 
to St. Peter’s. This offering will be applied to the benevolence budget, 
which includes giving money to a variety of causes, both local and 
global.

Count Your Blessings 40-Day Challenge
...well, 47 if you include Sundays! Special calendar inside!

THURSDAY'S TABLE
Northfield CAC needs volunteers to 

set up, serve and cleanup at Thursday's 
Table meal on March 5. St. Peter's 
"hosts" the meal at the CAC every first 
Thursday of odd numbered months. 
Please sign up in the narthex.  *Wear 
your St. Peter's gear if you have it when 
you volunteer around the community!
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Date Time Ushers Reader Comm. 
Setup Comm. Servers Hospitality

March 1 9:00 a.m.

Mary Bleckwehl 
David Boyum 
Debra Boyum 
Laura Gilligan

Lorraine Rovig Patti Baker
Evonne Clay 

Carmen Sevcik 
Neale Thompson

Mickey Brodin 
Janet Gilbertson 

Janet Hahn 
Joan Paulson

March 8 9:00 a.m.

Dan Hagen 
Sheri Hagen 

Dianne Peterson 
Gary Peterson

Carmen Sevcik

Lorraine Lemke 
Reinhold Lemke 
Emery Solberg 
Nancy Solberg

March 15 9:00 a.m.

Kristen Dennison 
Ramona Pumper 

Helen Rockey 
Thomas Rockey

Julie Klock Bill Bleckwehl
Dan Hagen 

Shari Hagen 
Susan Pedersen

Mavis Bell 
Evonne Clay 

Brian Peterson 
Mary Peterson

March 22 9:00 a.m.

Sheryl Kleppe 
Jolene Manzey 

Lael Weselmann 
Mona Weselmann

Arnie Witt

Barb Anderson 
Brad Anderson 
David Hendee 
Polly Hendee

March 29 9:00 a.m.

Richard DeBeau 
Lorraine Lemke 
Reinhold Lemke 

Doris Welke

Sheryl Kleppe

Mary Bleckwehl 
Mary Boyum 

Eleanor Croone 
Jayne Hager Dee

April 5
Palm Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Mickey Broden 
Kristen Dennison 
Janet Gilbertson 

Joan Paulson

Dan Hagen Evonne Clay
Brian Peterson 
Mary Peterson 

Beth Berry

Lorraine Rovig 
Richard DeBeau 
Kathie Westlund 

Doris Welke

April 12
Easter

7:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

Please volunteer for acolyting, reading, ushering, communion prep 
and communion serving for Easter worship services. Volunteers are 

needed for both services. Thank you, have a blessed Easter!

Easter Breakfast:  
8:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
Donations to be 

used for the Middle 
School Room & other 

2nd floor repairs.

April 19 9:00 a.m.

Charlene Hamblin 
JoAnne Olson 

Phil Olson 
Carmen Sevcik

Neale Thompson Pat Picha
Richard DeBeau 

Julie Klock 
Doris Welke

Patti Baker 
Diane Boyum 

Julia Daly 
Norma Lundell

April 26 9:00 a.m.

Linda Blaisdell 
Boris Mokoff 
Joyce Mokoff 

Susan Pedersen

Jolene Manzey

Kristen Dennison 
Lyle Gunderson 

Nancy Gunderson 
Ruth McCarty

March & April Worship Leaders
Thank you, volunteers! If you are unable to assist on the date assigned, please change with someone 
else on the list and contact the church office so that the bulletin can be updated: (507) 645-8252

 Women’s Circles

LUV Quilters 
Fridays, March 6 & 20 

at 8:30 a.m.

Women’s Fellowship 
Fridays, March 6 & 20 

at 8:00 a.m.

New Spirit Circle 
Thursday, March 12  

at 1:30 p.m.

Hannah Circle 
Tuesday, March 10 

Hostess, Janie Anderson; 
Study Leader, Mavis Bell at 

PARKVIEW EAST SUNROOM 
at 9:30 a.m.

Eve Circle 
Monday, March 16 

at 6:30 p.m.

Rachel Circle 
Tuesday, March 17 

at 2:30 p.m. 
Birthday Cupcakes at NRC

All singles, men and  
women, are welcome for 
lunch with the SOLOS: 

Monday,  
March 9th at 
Ole Store,

at NOON.

Questions? Call:
Hazel Peterson (645-9276)  
Phyllis Swanson (645-4231)


SOLOS

Mid-Week Lenten Services
Wednesday eveing worship services during Lent will 

need worship leaders. Lent started with Ash Wednesday on 
February 26th. Mid-week worship services are held at 6:30 
p.m. 

Easter Services
Easter will also need worship leaders 

as we do not assign these on holidays. 
Worship services will be at 7:00 and 9:00 
a.m. Thank you always!A sign up sheet is at the welcome desk!
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March Events & Birthdays
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00 am Worship with communion 
   and Sunday School Kids Sing 
10:00 am Coffee & Social 
10:10 am Faith Formation Ed 
10:10 am “Inspired”

Happy Birthday

Lexie Esrem 
Laurel Martinson

2
9:30 am Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm Fearfully & 
 Wonderfully Book Study 
6:30 pm Grief Support

Happy Birthday

Olivia Prescott

3
7:00 pm Ministry Teams

4
Regular Wednesday 
Programming

MEAL:  
Lenten Soup Supper

5
7:00 am Table Talk, Ole Store 
2:30 pm Thursday’s Table, 
   at CAC

Happy Birthday

Paul Hallcock

6
8:00 am Women’s  
   Fellowship 
8:30 am LUV Quilters

Happy Birthday

Rowan Seeley 
Ashlyn Sabyan

7
6:30 pm Youth Bowling

Happy Birthday

Scott Bergemann 
Bennett Buske 
Lynn Fossum 

Will Valek

8
Daylight Savings: Spring Ahead! 
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am Coffee & Social 
10:10 am Faith Formation Ed 
   with Cmmunity Connection 
11:15 am Council Lunch

9
9:30 am Staff Meeting 
12:00 pm SOLOS 
6:30 pm Grief Support

Happy Birthday

Susie Fischer 
Duane Meliza 

Courtney Sevcik

10
9:30 am Hannah Circle 
7:00 pm Church Council

Happy Birthday

James Herreid

11
Regular Wednesday 
Programming

Happy Birthday

Shelly Jandro

MEAL:  
Lenten Soup Supper

12
7:00 am Table Talk, Ole Store 
8:00 am BGs 
1:30 pm New Spirit Circle

Happy Birthday

William Quinnell

13
Happy Birthday

Wayne Hallcock

14
  5:00 pm Sons of  
     Norway

15
Newsletter Deadline 
7:30 am Sharing & Caring Hands 
9:00 am Worship with communion 
10:00 am Coffee & Social 
10:10 am Faith Formation Ed 
10:10 am “Inspired”

Happy Birthday

Sandra Bremer

16
9:30 am Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm Grief Support 
6:30 pm Eve Circle

Happy Birthday

Daniel Remes 
Eleanora Schmitz

17
St. Patrick’s Day 
11:30 am NRC Lunch w/ 
   Claire Hill 
2:30 pm Rachel Circle 
6:00 pm PEO Meets 
6:30 pm Girl Scouts

Happy Birthday

Lynn Hutton 
Mike Larson 

Pat Picha

18
Regular Wednesday 
Programming

Happy Birthday

Tyler Peterson

MEAL: 
Lenten Soup Supper

19
7:00 am Table Talk, Ole Store

Happy Birthday

Nancy Gunderson 
Kathie Westlund

20 
8:00 am Women’s  
   Fellowship 
8:30 am LUV Quilters

Happy Birthday

Camdyn Prokes 
Sean Pumper

21
Happy Birthday

Devon Seeley 
Robbie Swenson

22
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am Coffee & Social 
10:10 am Faith Formation Ed 
10:10 am “Inspired”

Happy Birthday

Jim Jessen 
Shirley Shaft

23
9:30 am Staff Meeting 
9:30 am CVEC Organ 
   Class 
6:30 pm Grief Support

Happy Birthday

Steward Shaft

24
Happy Birthday

Dennis Berry 
Carol Ceder-Behrens 

Daryl Knudsen

25
Regular Wednesday 
Programming, without 
Breakfast Club - Spring 
Break

Happy Birthday

Aaron Bridley 
Dolly Roush

MEAL: 
Lenten Soup Supper

26
7:00 am Table Talk, Ole Store

Happy Birthday

Elizabeth Rasmussen 
Barb Starch

27
Happy Birthday

Carmen Sevcik

28

29
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am Coffee & Social 
10:10 am Faith Formation Ed 
10:10 am “Inspired”

Happy Birthday

Jackson Caton

30
8:30 am Elementary Camp: 
   How Does Your Grow 
9:30 am CVEC Organ 
   Class 
6:30 pm Grief Support

31
9:30 am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday

Jon Finger 
Celena Witt

If your birthday was not listed, 
please contact the Church Office 
and we will add your birthday to 

our database.  Thanks!

Check www.northfieldstp.org for calendar changes, additions or corrections.

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
s 7:45 a.m.    Breakfast Club

4:30 p.m.    Jubilee Bells

5:30 p.m.    Soup Supper

5:45 p.m.    Worship Band

6:30 p.m.    Lenten Worship

6:30 p.m.    S.P.Y./Confirmation

7:00 p.m.    Worship Choir

→ The line item, Faith Formation 
Ed, refers to Sunday School as well 
as any adult education planned. 
Watch the bulletins, facebook 
and newsletters for special adult 
education opportunities! March: See 
pages 2, 3 & 6.
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Thrivent Choice $$
If this applies to you... be sure to call 

your Thrivent rep and claim your choice 
dollars for the non-profit of your choice 
(St. Peter’s!). Call Janie Anderson with 
questions: 507-319-5901

The Bucket Gals
The Bucket Gals are looking for a 

few more volunteers. They clean the 
kitchen stem to stern on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month (in about an 
hour!) This is an invaluable gift to the 
St. Peter’s community but they need 
a few more hands to keep it going 
strong. Can you help? 8-9am, 2nd 
Thursday of each month. They are also 
in need of a team of taller folks for a 
good scrub of the range backsplash 
and hood. Let the office know if you 
can help out on this one time project.

The month of 
March is FoodShare 
month. Please bring 

donations of canned, dried, and non-
perishable goods to St. Peter’s and see 
how much we can collect! There is a 
shopping cart in the narthex near the 
nursery for your items. At the end of 
the month the donations will go to the 
Northfield Community Action Center.

Community Connection
On March 8, Emily Carson will be 

here to speak about stewardship 
during the coffee hour. Emily is the 
assistant to the bishop and director 
of evangelical mission for the 
Southeastern Minnesota ELCA. synodEaster Flowers

The Altar Ministry team is taking 
orders for flowers to be placed around 
the altar for Easter, honoring and/or 
remembering loved ones. It’s hard to 
believe, but soon it’ll be time to order. 
Flowers available are: lilies, mums, 
hyacinths, azaleas and hydrangeas. 
Order forms will be available at the 
Welcome Center desk starting March 
22. The last day to order will be Palm 
Sunday, April 5. 

Your pot of flowers may go home 
with you after the second service on 
Easter Sunday.

Let’s Go Canoeing!
Pastor David is leading a canoe 

trip to the beautiful and pristine 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area in 
northern Minnesota. We have room 
for a maximum of 8 persons and 
we’ll go through an outfitter to rent 
canoes, packs and other gear. Pastor 
David has his own canoe and some 
gear. We’ll stay in a hotel or outfitter 
cabin on August 25, enter the BWCA 
on Wednesday, August 26 and exit on 
Sunday, August 30. Our entry point 
is #62, Clearwater Lake. The trip will 
include paddling, portaging, fishing, 
swimming, and leisure time to soak in 
the sun. As David will be gone by the 
time your receive this, please contact 
Terra Wierson to put your name on 
the list.

Cupcakes at NRC
Our Rachel Circle will be  

serving birthday cupcakes on March 
17 at the Northfield Retirement 
Community starting at 2:30 in the 
afternoon, to celebrate those with a 
March birthday!

Month  
of March 

Grief Support Group
Will be meeting at St. Peter’s on 

Monday evenings this month. Contact 
Nancy Topp with questions. 6:30 pm.
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Mission Statement:  
Believe, Belong, Become. 
To express God’s love and  

grace in building a community 
where people believe in God,  

belong to Christ, 
and become disciples who  
serve in day to day living.  
Council

Steve Hill, President 
stevendhill12@hotmail.com

Patrick Bougie, VP 
bougiepatrick@yahoo.com

Tom Picha, Treasurer 
picha6@charter.net

Amy Sillanpa, Secretary 
amy.sillanpa@gmail.com

Claire Hill 
clairehill20@hotmail.com

Bette Lee 
frbelee@gmail.com

Sheryl Kleppe 
skkleppe@gmail.com

Naomi Ziegler 
zieg0110@umn.edu

Sick? Hospitalized?
Please contact the Church 
Office if you would like a 
visit from Pastor Weeks. 

(507) 645-8252
Or visit  

www.northfieldstp.org/
prayers-and-announcements

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Council Highlights
February 11, 2020 • 7:00 p.m. 

Present:  Bougie, C. Hill, S. Hill, Kleppe, Julie Klock, Lee, Picha, Sillanpa, Tharan Leopald, Eldon Hill

Prayer: led by Klock. 

Gift Acceptance Policy: Tharan Leopald, Regional Gift Planner, led discussion regarding creating a gift 
acceptance policy for St. Peter’s Church. He works with members of congregations to establish 
planned gifts policies. Our policy will indicate what types of gifts we are willing to consider and the 
process for accepting/declining gifts. Within the policy, the endowment committee will be the 1st 
filter and then will make a recommendation to church council; and church council will vote to make 
the final decision on whether to accept the gift. If the gift is unrestricted, the church council will make 
a decision about how it’s used based on needs of the church. Once the policy is created, it will be 
distributed to the congregation in the upcoming newsletter and then posted on the church’s website.

Approval of the Agenda: The agenda was approved by all.

Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the January 2020 minutes was 
made by Kleppe and seconded by Bougie – all voted yes.

Review of the Minutes from the Annual Meeting: The council reviewed the 
minutes from the January 26, 2020 Annual Meeting and made a few minor 
corrections. The minutes will be approved at the 2021 Annual Meeting.

Staff Report: Julie Klock provided a report. Highlights include: Visitations are being covered while 
Pastor Weeks is on sabbatical. The staff are working on a “40 Days of Giving” Calendar for Lent 
to be distributed to members in the March newsletter. Sunday School numbers have been low. 
The kids did a great job singing at the January 26 th church service. “No School Camp” took 
place on January 27 and went really well. The confirmation kids have given positive feedback 
about their experience with the collaborative J-Term classes. Plans are starting for a collaborative 
Vacation Bible School (Bethel, St. John’s, Emmaus, St. Peter’s), dates are June 8-11 at Bethel.

Treasurer’s report:  Picha provided a financial report. Giving continues to be down.  For January 2020, actual 
income was 27% lower than budget. Members are encouraged to turn in their pledge cards and also 
sign up for automated giving through VANCO. A motion was made by Ziegler to approve request of the 
MEF committee to move $9094.44 from the undesignated memorial account of the church to the MEF 
account – Kleppe seconded; all approved. Picha explained that the intent going forward is to take any 
future undesignated memorials received and place them in the MEF account. The goal would be to pay 
for mission and outreach requests out of these funds in the MEF and also gain a better return on the 
funds that is provided by putting them in the MEF Pool A Trust account.

Parsonage update:  Kleppe and Lee are meeting with Ruth’s House on February 21 st to make a final decision 
on whether to work with them; if not, will start discussions with CAC. Work on the parsonage to update/
fix things continues.

Annual council retreat:  9am-5pm on Saturday, Feb 29 at Mt. Olivet. Part of the day will be facilitated by Diana 
Parks, Executive Director of Good Earth Village.

March 8 th brunch with Emily Carson:  Church Council will meet with Emily Carson after church for brunch.

Closing: Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:48pm.

Next Council Meeting is Tuesday, March 10 at 7pm in the Fireside Room, St. Peters Lutheran Church. 
Submitted by Amy Sillanpa, Secretary

2019 Annual Meeting Minutes
Minutes from this year’s annual meeting are available upon request.

Annual report books are still available as well.
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Like us on
Facebook

A ministry request form is now on our website at  
www.northfieldstp.org, under the ministry tab. 

W o r s h i p  w i t h  u s  d u r i n g  L e n t

Lenten Evening Prayer
“Open My Life, Lord”

Wednesday Evenings:  
March 4 - April 1 at 6:30 pm.

Soup suppers will be offered prior to 
worship starting at 5:30.

Maundy Thursday & Good Friday 
services are April 9 & 10,  

also at 6:30 pm.


