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418 East Sumner Street 
Northfield, MN 55057

507.645.8252

www.northfieldstp.org

Church office hours: 
Monday–Friday 
9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Worship OnLine
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays (Sept-April) 6:30 p.m.

Education
Sundays 10:10 a.m. 
Wednesdays (Sept-April) 6:30 p.m.

Staff
David Weeks, Pastor, ext. 203
cell: 952.322.0064 
pastordavidweeks@northfieldstp.org

Julie Klock 
Children and Family  
Faith Formation, ext. 204
julieklock@northfieldstp.org

Mary Kay Bougie 
Coordinator of Music, ext. 208
marykaybougie@northfieldstp.org

Dennis McClintock 
Financial Administrator, ext. 205
dennismcclintock@northfieldstp.org

Terra Wierson 
Dir. of Communications, ext. 201
terrawierson@northfieldstp.org
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I am blessed. I had a secure childhood filled with 
opportunities. I have had the love and support of 

caring parents, and now am blessed with a family 
full of love and support. I was able to have a very 
rewarding career and have wonderful friends. I am 
also privileged. I have had white privilege. I have not 
known being without. I was born in the USA in a 
time that a woman had increasing opportunities and 
rights. But I recently learned that with that privilege 
I also had some blind spots as to the realities for low 
income women. Dawn Wegsheid, the coordinator 
of the CAC food shelf shared with me that there 
are needs that they have difficulty meeting. When 
I thought of the food shelf, I thought only of food. 
There are needs other than food. I did not think about 
the other necessities that take a toll on the budget. 
It reminded me of whe I was bed-ridden to carry 
my pregnancies, Denny had to do the shopping. I 
remember when he came home and asked in an 
astonished tone, “Do you know how much toilet 
paper costs? And cleaning products?” A much 
younger friend asked her husband what he thought 
they spent on diapers a month. His guess was $25-30. 
We calculated that it costs about $1,000 a year for a 
toddler to have five size three diapers a day, so about 
three times his estimate.

On a Thursday night in late January, approximately 
100 women gathered at the Reunion to talk about 
something we don’t often talk about. The event was 
titled Wine, Women, Period. The goal was to raise 
the funds for the food shelf to be able to supply 
women and girls with feminine hygiene products. 
Lack of proper hygiene products can lead to illness, 
missed work and missed school. It reminded me of 
how female elephants gather around a female giving 
birth to protect her from predators. The herd literally 
encircles the vulnerable female forming a barrier of 
protection. At the event we had a great time laughing 
and sharing stories of the embarrassing moments 
we had all had as women, AND we raised $7,000 
committed to feminine hygiene products at the food 
shelf. The need is not over, as a task force of women 
continue to work to make this effort sustainable. And 
on making products available at the middle school and 
high school in a way that preserves a young woman’s 

privacy and dignity. The sense of solidarity amongst 
this group is very empowering.

In the meantime we are also forging a new task force 
to help supply diapers. Imagine trying to be a young 
mom with no washing machine, and possibly no car. 
What does the family go without if they need to spend 
about $100 a month on diapers? The diaper task force 
is considering several possibilities for upcoming events 
and ideas on how to be more inclusive of our entire 
church community. What about an event later this 
year entitled Beer for Baby Buns, or sponsoring a child’s 
diapers for a month in honor of a child or grandchild. 
This year I gave an animal through ELCA Good Gifts 
in honor of each of my grandchildren. It was a good 
discussion as to how some families are not as lucky to 
have what we have.

Hopefully by the time this is published the 
Coronavirus threat will have diminished but as I am 
writing I am thinking about the immense obstacles 
for those who have the least. The majority of food 
shelf clients are the working poor. They may be the 
CNAs at the nursing homes, the maids at the local 
hotels, cleaning staff at the hospital, and wait staff at 
local restaurants. For some, their work will be more, for 
others their income will be less. When we set our goals 
for the feminine hygiene event, we calculated that 
there were about 70 female clients who would benefit, 
but we raised our number to 100 as we know that 
the numbers will increase with the cutbacks in federal 
programs to take effect in April. With the Coronavirus, I 
expect that the number of individuals in need of food 
and other products will increase even more. 

In this Easter season we are reminded that Christ 
gave his life for our salvation. To quote Matthew 25:40, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

Can we live by Christ’s example, become aware of our 
blind spots and aware of those who are vulnerable? This 
is our opportunity to truly live our Christian values and 
express love and compassion for others.

In Peace and Love,
Beth Berry, Member of St. Peter’s

ON HOLD
ON HOLD
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Found Ring
The Bucket Gals found a 

ring in the kitchen as they 
were cleaning, in the tray with 
the coffee carafe lids. Call the 
church office with a description 
if you think it’s yours!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:30 pm Live stream 
   Lenten Worship

Happy Birthday

Steve Harner 

2
Happy Birthday

Faith Bergemann 
Jamie Blood 

Eric Dee 
Karlo Fischer 

Peter Scheffert

3
Pick up your Holy Week 
   kit *TBA

4
Pick up your Holy  
   Week kit *TBA

Happy Birthday

Steve Wegner

5
9:00 am Live stream Palm Sunday  
   Worship

   Palms will be in your Holy Week 
kit if you picked one up, or had it 
delivered.

6
Happy Birthday

Sean Gilligan

7
Happy Birthday

Stacy Hendershot

8
Happy Birthday

Lyle Gunderson 
Michael Peterson 
Lael Weselmann

9
6:30 pm Live stream 
   Maundy Thursday  
   Worship

10
6:30 pm Live stream 
   Good Friday Worship

11

12
9:00 am Live stream Easter  
   Sunday Worship

   Worship will include holy 
communion. Blessed waifers will 
be in your Holy Week kit if you 
picked one up, or had it delivered.

13
Happy Birthday

Jennifer Edwards

14
Happy Birthday

Dennis Hahn 
Wendy Jessen 

James Johnson 
Troy Nystuen

15
6:30 pm Live stream 
   Midweek Worship

16
Happy Birthday

Linda Dorn

17 

Happy Birthday

Jane Albers 
Jaynie Rezac

18
Happy Birthday

Kay Peterson

19
6:30 pm Live stream 
   Sunday Worship

Happy Birthday

Kristin Dennison 
Lois Goehtz 
Robert Hart 
Nicole Teske

20
Happy Birthday

Matt Crase 
Logan Miller

21
Happy Birthday

Kary Jensen 
Brad Wille

22
6:30 pm Live stream 
   Midweek Worship

Happy Birthday

Dawn Hetrick

23
Happy Birthday

Emerson Terpstra

24
Happy Birthday

Lori Schmidt

25
Happy Birthday

Mickey Brodin

26
6:30 pm Live stream 
   Sunday Worship

Happy Birthday

Beth Vivant

27
Happy Birthday

Tim Little 
Amanda Peterson 

Bonnie Van Erp

28
Happy Birthday

Eric Randall

29
6:30 pm Live stream 
   Midweek Worship

Happy Birthday

Mason Butterfield 
Eli Kopack 

Curtis Valek

30 If your birthday was not 
listed, please contact the 

Church Office and we will add 
your birthday to our database.  

Thanks!
Check www.northfieldstp.org for 
calendar changes.

April EventsApril Events    
&&  BirthdaysBirthdays

LWR 75th Anniversary
In 1945 after World War 2, one fifth of the world’s 

Lutherans were homeless. That year Lutheran churches in 
20 states mobilized to help Europe through a new agency 
called Lutheran World Relief. That same year the first LWR 
quilts reached families in war-torn Europe.

Within 10 years quilts and kits were reaching struggling 
nations across the globe. Seventy-five years later, 27 million 
quilts have been distributed. In 2019 alone, 334,405 quilts, 
210,725 school kits, 137,760 personal care kits, and 51,915 
baby care kits were distributed to 24 countries. St. Peter’s 
contributed to each of these.

LWR is also bringing clean water to Haiti and Democratic 
Republic of Congo. March 22 was World Water Day and 
March 21, World Quilt Day.

Consider a monetary gift to LWR during this anniversary 
year. Funds are especially needed to defray shipping costs.

Worship Leaders
As our need for worship 

leaders has lowered by quite 
a bit these days, we still 
do need readers and song 
leaders. Our hopes is to finish 
out April with the readers 
scheduled. Please contact the 
church office with questions 
and concerns, OR to get on 
the reader list. Thank you.  

(507) 645-8252

Can Our Desert Bloom?    by Rev. Richard F. Collman, March 20, 2020

I have been thinking about social isolation, being at home, 
suspending multiple activities, asking myself along with others, 
“How long will this last anyway?” I pulled a book off the shelf called 
Experiencing God by Kenneth Leech, English theologian (1984) in 
which he says:  It was in the desert, barren, unpredictable, surprising, 
that the people of God were to learn the lesson and privilege of 
dependence upon Yahweh in the simplicity of naked faith.

The passage struck me. We are in the desert of COVID-19 now. 
This could be a very long Lent. Yet, in the church with its long 
history and infinite wisdom, there is help for us. Can there be 
lessons and privileges here? Can we make our desert bloom? Read 
on.

The experience of God in the desert began with Abraham’s 
journey into the unknown, in the darkness of faith. He went into 
the wasteland of the spirit, to the darkness of divine withdrawal, 
in a struggle for the divine encounter and for human identity. This 
continued in the Exodus where a whole people, a community, 
experienced deliverance from bondage. But it wasn’t easy. This 
experience was enshrined in the Jewish Passover and the Christian 
Easter Vigil and resurrection, the passing over from death to new 
life. The tradition of desert spirituality flourished in monasticism 
across the centuries among those with a desire to live the baptismal 
life in perfection. Spiritual discernment arose from these desert 
struggles. Spiritual counseling has recently revived as a noble 
practice.

The heart of desert spirituality is an emphasis on purity of heart, 
freedom from passion and disturbance, and acquiring a unified 
vision and purpose. It is a result of conflict and struggle, a battle 
of the heart. How do you make the desert blossom? What do you 
do after you have cleaned the house multiple times and reread all 
your magazines and re-watched all your movies? Worked all your 
puzzles? You might begin to recognize our compulsion to over-
activity and spiritual exhaustion and restlessness. So many people 
just need sleep! Catch up on it. We need to practice stillness to 
begin to hear and discern the voice of God. God often speaks best 
in silence. 

This is not just a life of “my God and I” because it also involves 
our neighbor. Our life and death are always connected to neighbor 
and community, in the rhythm of being alone and serving others 
and caring for them. Call the lonely person. Offer to bring them 
what they might need or want. Just remember to wear gloves! 
“Every individual is a “little church.” (St. Peter Damian, 1007-72). The 
personal and the social are forever intertwined.

In solitude we begin to discover our true self. This can begin an 
awakening to the unreality of our false self. Though the desert is 
initially a shock, just like restaurants and movies closing down, a 
negative encounter and place of pain and upheaval, the desert can 
also be a place of discovery of that central solitude living in each 
one of us. The wildness of God may be found in this insecure and 
unpredictable environment. We can rediscover our dependence 
upon God.

What can we learn from the desert tradition, now that we are 
in it, to help us bloom? According to Leech, there are at least four 
lessons:

1.) Simplicity – no luxuries. We are burdened with too much stuff 
and too many commitments. We can discover our need for less and 
our need for more of God. “The simplest and most effective way to 

sanctity is to disappear into the background of ordinary everyday 
routine.” (Thomas Merton) Happy ordinary time to you!

2.) Waiting – upon God, for the end of social isolation, for testing, 
for a vaccine.

3.) Adoration – when empty, even weak, we are far more open to 
God. Worship whenever and however you can with computers and 
live streaming too.

4.) Struggle – die to our dependencies, the cult of safety first, the 
turn from illusion and independence to dependence upon others 
and of course God. 

These are all ways to help our desert bloom. I didn’t mention the 
obvious ones – reading, making music, listening to music which is 
a great solace, perhaps reading one new poem per day. But such 
activities all fit into the above lessons and privileges of being in this 
strange desert.

So, a poem called “Pandemic” by Lynn Ungar, followed by 
Scripture that fortifies us for the journey ahead.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 
until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience...

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?...No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
no anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:22-24, 35, 37, 38

What if you thought of it
as the Jews consider the Sabbath--
the most sacred of times?
Cease from travel.
Cease from buying and selling.
Give up, just for now,
on trying to make the world
different that it is.
Sing. Pray. Touch only those
to whom you commit your life.
Center down.
And when your body has become still,
reach out with your heart.
Know that we are connected
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful.
(You could hardly deny it now.)
Know that our lives
are in one another’s hands.
(Surely, that has come clear.)
Do not reach out your hands.
Reach out your heart.
Reach our your words.
Reach out all the tendrils
of compassion that move, invisibly,
where we cannot touch.
Promise this world your love--
for better or for worse,
in sickness and in health,
as long as we all shall live. 

Lynn Ungar 11 March, 2020

 American Red Cross Blood Drive at  
  St.  Peter's: Wednesday, April 15, 1-7pm!  
Please make appointments on-line. 

Please contact your circle 
leaders for  
the most  
current  
information.



St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
418 East Sumner Street

Northfield, Minnesota 55057

Publication will be distributed up to twice a month until 
we can be back to our regular schedule. All St. Peter’s relat-

ed programs have been put on hold until further notice.
Watch our Sunday and Wednesday services online!Please contact the Church Office if you’ve moved 

or if you would like to be removed from our mailing list. 
(507) 645-8252 

 St. Peter’s Lutheran/Northfield

Like us on
FacebookA ministry request form is now on our website at  

www.northfieldstp.org, under the ministry tab. 

Worship on-line with us at regular worship times:
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am and Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 pm!

Facebook Live
facebook.com/northfieldstp

Watch replays and find service bulletins on our website:
www.northfieldstp.org

Worship Separately, TogetherWorship Separately, Together

Holy Week & Easter:
Covid-19 can change the way we celebrate Holy Week and Easter, but it cannot stop Easter from coming! We 

will experience the last week of Jesus life and celebrate his resurrection differently, but with full and joyous 
hearts.  Included in this packet is a booklet containing the worship bulletins for all four services. Palm Sunday 
(4/5) and Easter (4/12) will be live on Facebook at 9am. Maundy Thursday (4/9) and Good Friday (4/10) will be 

live at 6:30pm. All services will be recorded and available at www.northfieldstp.org shortly after they end.

Pastor David is out of quarantine and will be leading us in worship on both Sundays. Pastor Mark Rydberg will 
preach on Thursday. Let us again rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord!.

Stay in touch through emails from St. Peter’s. Go to the bottom of the website for a link to sign up!
New ways to GIVE to St. Peter’s are also on the website: northfieldstp.org.

Find us
On-Line

www.northfieldstp.org


