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Worship Notes
Welcome to our church family today as we celebrate the presence of the 

risen Jesus Christ in our lives and in our world. We pray that you will 
experience God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit—as you worship with us this 

evening.  Pastor David Weeks is away on sabbatical until the end of May. Pastor David Weeks is away on sabbatical until the end of May. 
We warmly welcome, and give thanks to our guest leader tonight.We warmly welcome, and give thanks to our guest leader tonight.

Thank you for worshipping, separately, together tonight.
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Opening Dialogue (leader and congregation)          Sheryl Kleppe

Gathering Song “Jesus We Are Gathered”   ELW #529

“Open My Life, Lord”

Week of Lent 1: Open My Eyes, Lord

Paul saw the light of Christ shining around him on the road 
to Damascus. As individuals and communities, what do we 
have difficulty seeing? How does our perspective change 

when we view the world through the eyes of Christ?

Week of Lent 2: Open My Hands, Lord

We use our hands to pick up a child, to serve a meal, to play 
an instrument, to wipe away a tear. Jesus used his hands for 

healing and for deeds of great power, and the psalmist reminds 
us that we are always held fast in God’s hands. In Deuteronomy, 
Moses encourages us to open our hands in service to others.

Week of Lent 3: Open My Ears, Lord

Ancient Greek philosophy notes that we have two ears and one 
mouth so that we can listen twice as much as we speak. Jesus 
reminds us that we sometimes hear but don’t listen, listen but 
don’t understand. Opening our ears isn’t as easy as it sounds.

Week of Lent 4: Open My Heart, Lord

Listening to Paul’s teaching, Lydia opened her heart to God and 
was baptized. Her willing, trusting faith echoes down through 

the centuries as we witness her “open heart procedure.”

Week of Lent 5: Open My Life, Lord

Moses presents us with a choice: death and adversity, or a life 
cracked open to the love of God. Writing to the Galatians, Paul 

tells us that we have died to the law so that we might live to 
God. It is no longer we who live, but Christ who lives in us.

As children, we hear:

Don’t touch! Slow down!

As teenagers, we hear:

Your curfew begins in an hour.

As adults, we hear:

Cash or credit?

In the water and the word, we hear:

You are loved, my precious child.

Greeting (leader and congregation)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Reprinted with permission through OneLicense.net license number A-708055.

Thank You to Tonight’s 
Worship Leaders!
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Reading Matthew 13:10-17

10Then the disciples came and asked him, “Why do you speak to them in 
parables?” 11He answered, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12For to those who have, 
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 13The reason I speak to them in 
parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, nor do 
they understand.’ 14With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says:
‘You will indeed listen, but never understand,
and you will indeed look, but never perceive.
15For this people’s heart has grown dull,
and their ears are hard of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes;
so that they might not look with their eyes,
and listen with their ears,
and understand with their heart and turn — 
and I would heal them.’
16But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17Truly 
I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you 
see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.

Reflection Julie Klock

Prayers (leader and congregation)

Lord of all life,
when we cannot see the beauty of your creation,

open our eyes, that all living things thrive and grow.

When we neglect the poor, the sick, and the grieving,

open our hands to do your work in the world.

When we ignore the cries of injustice in our midst,

open our ears, that all will know your love.

When we are hardened against our neighbor,

open our hearts and heal our resentment.

When we are closed to the grace you long to give us,

open our lives and turn us to follow in the way of the cross.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,  especially 
(prayer ministry names) trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen

Lord’s Prayer (all) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.

Blessing (leader and congregation) 

Go into the world with eyes open to the transforming 
light of Christ, hands open to serve those
you meet, ears open to the call of the Spirit, hearts 
open to the bountiful love of God, and lives
open to follow Christ to the cross.
The God who opened for us the way of everlasting 
life † bless you now and forever.  Amen.

Prayer (leader and congregation)

Open our ears, Lord, to heed your will for our lives. Help us not only to hear, 
but to listen and understand with our hearts. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

4The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens — 
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.

Reading Isaiah 50:4-5
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Sending Song “Listen, God is Calling”  ELW #513  

Dismissal (leader and congregation) 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Staff 
David Weeks, Pastor 

Julie Klock, Faith Formation | Mary Kay Bougie, Music Coordinator 
Dennis McClintock, Financial Administrator | Terra Wierson, Office Administrator

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church | 418 East Sumner Street, Northfield, Minnesota 55057
Church Office: 507.645.8252 | Monday – Friday  9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Website: www.northfieldstp.org | Facebook–St. Peter’s Lutheran/Northfield
St. Peter’s Youth Ministry on Facebook and on twitter@STPetersSPY

Prayer Ministry
Please remember these people and their families in prayer.

Jan Abbe (sister-in-law of Joyce & Borris Mokoff), Merlin Bauer, Sharon 
Bauer, Scott Bergemann, Tom Brodin, Paula Closson Behm (daughter 

of Judy Closson), Larry Bremer (brother of Sandra Bremer), Mark Ekeren, 
Kevin Estrem (uncle of Travis Estrem), Craig Fossum (cousin of Carmen 

Sevcik), Jan Gutzmann, Tami Little, Sherry Meliza, Paul Meyer (brother-
in-law of Sandra Bremer), Barbara Johnson, Jennifer Rasmussen (daughter-

in-law of Sheila Roehrick), family of Karen Rasmussen, and Mary Stein.
If you would like a visit from a pastor, 

please contact the Church Office at 645-8252.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #28318. New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Announcements
Social Gatherings • All St. Peter's related gatherings have been canceled until futher 

notice. Please contact your group leader with any questions. 

On-line Worship • We will continue to worship together online via facebook live 
and replays will be uploaded to the website, until further notice. This will include 
midweek Lenten services as well as Sunday morning services, each at their normal 
time, 6:30 and 9, respectively. We welcome your comments and feedback! Remember 
to like and share!

MN FoodShare Month • Bring non-perishables to the Northfield CAC. ALSO: Our 
Free Little Pantry is used on a dialy basis and always needs re-stocking.

Lenten Worship Volunteers • Please contact Julie with questions if you have signed 
up to be a worship leader during lent/Easter. 507-645-8252 or  
julieklock@northfieldstp.org

Reach Out • Do you know someone who doesn't get these notices? They probably do 
not have internet in their home. Please think about reaching out to them to share in 
facebook live or to replay a worship service video with them. OR print this bulletin 
and leave it at their home with a note.

LWR Quilts • Lutheran World Releif has declared Saturday, March 21 as “National Quilt 
Day” to celebrate 75 years of the quilt and kits ministry. The LUV Quilters and 3 of 
our circles support this ministry. A map and chart are on display in the Fellowship 
Hall showing where and how many quilts and kits were distributed in 2019. Look for 
an article in the April Parish Visitor.

Congratulations • Pastor David and Michon Weeks announced last week the birth of 
their first grandchild, a girl, Violet Weeks, to their son Isaac and his wife Jill.
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