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VisitorSt. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Parish
418 East Sumner Street 
Northfield, MN 55057

507.645.8252

www.northfieldstp.org

Church office hours: 
Tuesday–Friday 
9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Worship
Sundays 9:00 a.m.  
join on-line or register for in-person

Education
Sundays 10:00 a.m. (on-line)

Staff
David Weeks, Pastor, ext. 203
cell: 952.322.0064 
pastordavidweeks@northfieldstp.org

Julie Klock 
Children and Family  
Faith Formation, ext. 204
julieklock@northfieldstp.org

Mary Kay Bougie 
Coordinator of Music, ext. 208
marykaybougie@northfieldstp.org

Terrance Hassanaly 
Financial Administrator, ext. 205
dennismcclintock@northfieldstp.org

Terra Wierson 
Dir. of Communications, ext. 201
terrawierson@northfieldstp.org
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From  
Pastor David:

Dear Friends in Christ:

And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John 
1:14

The resurrection of Jesus (Easter) is the big news 
of this month. We celebrate the miracle of the 
resurrection of Jesus. Life defeats death. Salvation 
overcomes sin. Wounds are healed.

C.S. Lewis, in his book “Miracles”, says, “The central 
miracle asserted by Christians is the incarnation. 
They say that God became man.”

It is ironic that we wrestle with the miracles, such 
as did Jesus really walk on water, turn water into 
wine, raise Lazarus from the dead, but we take the 
Incarnation for granted. God becoming flesh and 
living among us is

Ecclesiastes 3 famously says “For everything 
there is a season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven”. The past year has been a time to not 
gather in large groups, to not sing, and to wear a 
mask.

As more of us receive the COVID vaccine I see 
a sparkle in people’s eyes as they realize that we 
are transitioning to a new time. Ecclesiastes 3:5b 
“a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 

embracing.” 

For the past year, I have been grateful for the 
mystical Body of Christ which transcends time and 
space. Though physically separate, we have been 
together in Christ.

But I am now drawn to the Incarnation. In Jesus, 
the Word became flesh. The promises and the love 
of God became embodied in the person of Jesus. 
Jesus’ love and presence is also embodied in each 
of us. As the CDC now says that fully vaccinated 
people can meet with other fully vaccinated 
people without masks, we will allow small groups, 
i.e., circles, quilters, etc.,  which meet the criteria to 
do so.

We have been welcoming a limited number 
of people to in-person worship again since 
Ash Wednesday. It has felt so good to see and 
physically be with people in worship. We are not 
ready to return to a pre-COVID life, but we are 
beginning a gradual process of offering in-person 
opportunities. We also plan to offer a few outdoor 
in-person ministries in the coming months. 

We will move at different speeds with different 
comfort levels--and that’s ok. I am thankful for your 
patience, generosity and grace this past year, and I 
pray that “the time to embrace” will be here sooner 
than later. Until then, continue to be safe, smart, 
and faithful.

Peace,  David
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Faith Formation & adult Ed  
   by Julie Klock, Faith Formation Director

Family Worship
After Easter we will begin 

focusing on our gifts and 
talents, looking at the surprising ways that God uses what 
we have been given to help our neighbors and God’s 
kingdom. We will look at a variety of “Easter People” who 
had, and used, a wide assortment of gifts. Come join us at 
10am on Sundays - or anytime - on Facebook Live.

Confirmation
We have high hopes that as the weather warms we will 

be able to build a fire and gather in person outdoors 
occasionally. We will be using children’s literature and 
familiar games to consider the ways that life and God 
intersect, for our good.

Easter
Celebrate Easter as a season, not a day. Spring is coming 

and with it all the most potent symbols of resurrection! 
Trees bud and leaf out, baby birds and animals are born, 
flowers spring forth from seeds that have lain dead in 
the ground all winter long. See each new sign of spring 
as a reminder of the resurrection and the promise of life 
everlasting that it brings!

Earth Day
...is April 22nd. Taking care of our planet is a form of 

stewardship. This year’s theme is Restore the Earth. After 
fires, floods, hurricanes, and tornadoes, there is much that 
needs doing to restore the earth. Whether you choose to 
help clean up alongside a road or give up driving your car 
for a day - there are a lot of different ways to take care of 

our home. Check out www.
earthday.org for more ideas 
and to learn about local 

events! Pastor David has set 
a date of April 18 for our 
section of Adopt a Highway 
on 246 south of town. See 

page 4 for more.

Vacation Bible School
Registration will begin this month. What we have 

planned for this year, outdoor, family-based Vacation Bible 
School on Wednesday nights in August, will be flexible 
but we still need an idea of general intentions so we can 
purchase and prepare supplies. If your family is considering 
attendance, please register. If you think you might want 
to bring a grandchild one week, please register. It is much 
easier to return extra supplies than to try and find them in 
the midst of the gathering.

Amazing Success
The March Blood Drive was a huge success. The number 

of units collected exceeded their goal. The need for blood 
is still critical so we have scheduled another drive for May 
7th. You can register to donate at www.redcrossblood.org 
if you have never given before - or use your handy-dandy 
app and make an appointment now. These drives fill quickly 
so, if you like to do it at St. 
Peter’s, sign up now!

Looking for work?
Minnesota Reading Corp is hiring now. 

They have rewarding jobs that are 35,  
25, or 18 hours long. Full-time employees 
are eligible for health insurance and a  
variety of other perks. For more informa- 
tion, go to www.readingandmath.org.  
One of the greatest gifts we can give to  
our community is successful students. 

~ Julie

Earn itEarn it wiselywisely

http://www.facebook.com/northfieldstp.org
http://www.earthday.org
http://www.earthday.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.readingandmath.org
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music notEs  
   by Mary Kay Bougie, Coordinator of Music

Hallelujah! Jesus is Risen!  
(if you are reading this before April 4, sorry, not sorry, for the 
“spoiler”!)

Easter has arrived! Hallelujah!

One of my favorite Psalms is read on Easter Sunday, Psalm 
118. It is also called a “Song of Victory”! It’s one of those 
readings that has verses which you could recite for memory: 

1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
 God’s mercy endures forever.

 or
14The Lord is my strength and my song, 
 and has become my salvation.

 or
24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Today we rejoice. The Psalmist refers to the deliverance 
from Egypt and Exile. In ancient times they used these 
words as a festive, liturgical procession to the altar. The 
people rejoiced as God had saved them previously, and will 
continue to watch over them in the future. This applies to 
the New Testament as well. It is a foreshadowing of Jesus 
and his purpose for our lives. 

I was reading about the historical context to Psalm 118, 
and I also enjoyed a commentary on it by Nancy Koester 
(professor at Augsburg College) on Working Preacher 
website. She brings two ELW hymns into this article which 
reflect the Psalm 118 scripture. The first, Christ is Made the 
Sure Foundation (ELW#645). Koester points out that the 
second stanza echoes the liturgical Temple procession 
using Psalm 118:

To this temple, where we call you, come, O Lord of hosts, 
and stay. 
Come with all your loving-kindness, Hear your people 
as they pray 
And your fullest benediction Shed within these walls 
today. (Public Domain)

The second hymn is truly an Easter hymn: The Day of 
Resurrection! (ELW#361). The correlation between the 
Jewish Passover relating God bringing the people through 
the Red Sea, to the Resurrection when Jesus brings us from 
the chains of sin, is extraordinary:

 The day of resurrection! Earth tell it out abroad, 
 the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 
 From death to life eternal, from sin’s dominion free, 
 our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory.

(Public Domain)

Even Martin Luther bonded with Psalm 118! From the 
web page, The Reformation Room, a quote from Luther: 
“this Psalm (118) is nearest my heart; dearer to me than all 
the honours and power of the earth”  

Let me close with Nancy Koester: “Just as the Psalmist was 
delivered by God, so now Christ empowers us, comforts 
us, and snatches us out of the realm of death. All this is 
done, says Luther, so that we might proclaim the deeds of 
the Lord. Easter is the day which the Lord has made, let us 
rejoice and be glad in it!”

Hallelujah! He is risen, indeed!

Follow up from last month’s article: 

Thanks to the many of you who asked, my mother’s 
choice of hymn texts for 6 weeks of Lent:

1. Go to Dark Gethsemane (ELW#347)

2. O Sacred Head Now Wounded (ELW#351)

3. Ah, Holy Jesus (ELW#349)

4. Lamb of God (ELW#357)

5. In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW#324)

6. Beneath the Cross of Jesus (ELW#338)

She added, “one needs to study all the stanzas because 
some of them have more meaning than others.” The ELW 
text for Lamb of God has been altered. Here is the original, 
perhaps more poetic, text: Lamb of God most holy! Who on 
the cross didst suffer, Patient still and lowly, Thyself to scorn 
didst offer; Our sins by Thee were taken, Or hope had us 
forsaken; Have mercy on us, O Jesus!).

Blessings, 
       Mary Kay

wiselywisely
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Date Time Ushers Reader

April 4 
Easter

9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
Thank you volunteers!

April 11 9:00 a.m. Brian Peterson 
Mary Peterson Marilyn Finneseth

April 18 9:00 a.m. Dan Hagen 
Sheri Hagen Carmen Sevcik

April 25 9:00 a.m. Lorraine Lemke 
Reinhold Lemke Neale Thompson

May 2 9:00 a.m. Richard DeBeau 
Doris Welke Neale Thompson

May 9 9:00 a.m. JoAnne Olson 
Phil Olson Janet Hahn

May 16 9:00 a.m. Dale Ness 
Linda Ness Nancy Solberg

May 23 9:00 a.m. Sheryl Kleppe 
Jolene Manzey Phyllis Swanson

May 30 9:00 a.m. Dianne Peterson 
Gary Peterson Dan Hagen

Thank you, worship leaders! If you are unable or 
uncomfortable to assist on the date assigned, please change 

with someone else on the list (or let us know in the office 
to temporarily remove you from the list) and contact 
the church office so that the bulletin can be updated.

507-645-8252

April & May 
Worship Leaders

KE E p  i t  up ,  st .  pEt Er ’ s
We’ve filled all of our past drives at St. Peter’s so far, and 

the next one will be held Friday, May 7, 9am - 3pm. Many 
other drives are available in the Northfield area if this one 

doesn’t work for you. If 
you can donate, please 
schedule an appointment 
to give! Schedule on 
the Red Cross website, 
download the app, or call 
1-800-RED-CROSS  
(1-800-733-2767).

ha b itat  Fo r  hu m a n it y 
Fa ith  bu i l d

The newest Habitat for Humanity project in Northfield will be 
in our own back yard. Description from the HFH website: A decent 
home provides the strength, stability and independence that families 
need, and Habitat for Humanity’s vision is a world where everyone has 
a decent place to live.

Habitat homeowners pay an affordable mortgage, receive financial 
education and help build their homes alongside volunteers. Your 
financial support will help families continue building with Habitat in 
your community and around the world.

We at St. Peter’s are known for reaching out to help in our 
community and would like to 
encourage our members to get 
involved in any way possible 
whether it is financially or physically.  
Visit our website or the Rice County 
Habitat for Humanity website for 
information on the project starting 
this spring.

ad o pt  a h i g h way 
d itc h  cl Ea n  up  day

April 18:    Get out and enjoy some fresh air!  And help to 
keep it that way by cleaning our section of Highway 246 just 
south of town. It can be a fun time... you never know the odd 
things we might fiind out there!  Wear gloves and appropriate 
footware. High-vis vests will be provided. Meet at the St. Peter’s 
parking lot at 1pm. It should only take a few hours. All ages 
welcome. Questions? David: 645-8252 or pastordavidweeks@
northfieldstp.org.  Plan for April 25 in case of rain on the 18th.

Council President Steve Hill

https://www.northfieldstp.org/habitat-for-humanity
https://habitatricecounty.org/
https://habitatricecounty.org/
mailto:pastordavidweeks%40northfieldstp.org?subject=big%20woods%20hike
mailto:pastordavidweeks%40northfieldstp.org?subject=big%20woods%20hike
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Maundy Thursday

Happy Birthday

Steve Harner

2 
Good Friday

Happy Birthday

Faith Bergemann 
Jamie Blood 

Patrick Bougie 
Eric Dee 

Karlo Fischer 
Peter Scheffert

3

4
Easter Sunday
9:00 am Worship w/ communion 
10:30 am Worship w/ communion

Happy Birthday

Steve Wegner

5 6
10am Staff Meeting 
7pm Council Meeting

Happy Birthday

Sean Gilligan

7
10:30 am Virtual Bible 
Study, Lectio Divina 
6:30pm Confirmation

Happy Birthday

Stacy Hendershot

8
Happy Birthday

Lyle Gunderson 
Michael Peterson 
Lael Weselmann

9 10

11
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Family Worship on FB

12
Happy Birthday

Derek Bergee 
Wyatt Landry

13
10am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday

Jennifer Edwards

14
10:30 am Virtual Bible 
Study, Lectio Divina 
6:30pm Confirmation

Happy Birthday

Dennis Hahn 
James Johnson 

Troy Nystuen

15 16 

Happy Birthday

Linda Dorn 

17
Happy Birthday

Jane Albers 
Jaynie Rezac

18
9:00 am Worship w/ communion
10:00 am Family Worship on FB 
1:00pm Ditch Clean-up

Happy Birthday

Kay Peterson

19
Happy Birthday

Kristin Dennison 
Saylor Fredrickson 

Lois Goehtz 
Nicole Teske

20
10am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday

Matt Crase 
Logan Miller

21
10:30 am Virtual Bible 
Study, Lectio Divina 
6:30pm Confirmation

Happy Birthday

Kary Jensen 
Brad Wille

22
Earth Day

23
 

Happy Birthday

Emerson Terpstra

24
Happy Birthday

Lori Schmidt

25
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Family Worship on FB

Happy Birthday

Mickey Brodin

26
Happy Birthday

Beth Vivant

27
10am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday

Tim Little 
Amanda Peterson 

Bonnie Van Erp

28
10:30 am Virtual Bible 
Study, Lectio Divina 
6:30pm Confirmation

Happy Birthday

Eric Randall

29
Happy Birthday

Mason Butter field 
Eli Kopack 

Curtis Valek

30
 

Happy Birthday

Adeleine Sevcik 
Henry Sevcik

April Events & Birthdays

If your birthday 
was not listed, 
please contact 

the Church 
Office and we 
will add your 
birthday to 

our database.  
Thanks!
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nEr st ra n d  b i g  wo o d s 
h i K E

Have you seen the dwarf trout lilies at Nerstrand? Did you 
know that the dwarf trout lily is found only in the Cannon 
River watershed at elevations between 960 and 1000 feet. All 
species of trout lilies are spring ephemerals--they bloom before 
the trees develop leaves and shade the forest floor. Because 
it is a short window of time when you can see them, we’ll 
schedule a hike on relative short-notice via email. The dwarf 
trout lilies bloom between late April and early May. Of course, 
we’ll also hike 
to the waterfalls 
and all will 
be welcome 
to enjoy a 
longer hike as 
well. For more 
information, 
please contact 
Pastor David: 
645-8252 or pastordavidweeks@northfieldstp.org

Fls ga l a
Faribault Lutheran School Gala - Opportunity to support Christian Education
The annual FLS Gala will be held on April 16th at the Barn at Crocker’s Creek in Faribault at 6:00 pm.  The evening will include a 

cocktail hour, silent auction, live auction, games and a delicious meal. Tickets are on sale now for $75/person through the FLS office at 
507-334-7982 or online at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fls-gala-tickets-146975829663.  The Gala is the largest fundraising event 
of the year for FLS. Covid precautions will be taken, so masks will be required.  Seating requests are encouraged, as we will do our best 
to only seat groups together that have requested to be seated together.  Handicap access at the Barn is limited, so please discuss any 
needs you have with us.

Please contact the FLS office if you are willing to make a donation of cash or auctions items for the Gala.  More information is available 
at the Gala Website at https://flsgala.weebly.com.

bo u n d ry  wat Er s 
ca n o E  tr i p  w ith 
pa sto r dav i d
Open to anyone

Pastor David is leading a canoe trip 
again this year to the Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area. This year, we will be going out of Ely, beginning 
on Moose Lake.  Canoeing the BWCA is an opportunity to see 
God’s pristine creation as well the gift of silence and solitude.  
We will leave Northfield on Tuesday, August 24 and stay at a 
hotel or outfitter.  We enter the BWCA on Wednesday and exit 
on Sunday, August 29.  Gear may be available for borrowing as 
needed.  For more information, please contact David 645-8252 
or pastordavidweeks@northfieldstp.org

“Wilderness to the people of America is a spiritual necessity; 
an antidote to the high pressure of modern life, a means of 
regaining serenity and equilibrium” Sigurd Olson 

mailto:pastordavidweeks%40northfieldstp.org?subject=big%20woods%20hike
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fls-gala-tickets-146975829663
https://flsgala.weebly.com./
mailto:pastordavidweeks%40northfieldstp.org?subject=big%20woods%20hike
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

St. Peter’s Mission Statement:  
Believe, Belong, Become. 
To express God’s love and  

grace in building a community  
where people believe in God,  

belong to Christ, 
and become disciples who  
serve in day to day living.  
Council
Steve Hill, President 

stevendhill12@hotmail.com

Patrick Bougie, VP 
bougiepatrick@yahoo.com

Tom Picha, Treasurer 
picha6@charter.net

Jolene Manzey, Secretary 
jkmanzey@gmail.com

Mary Bleckwehl 
marybleckwehl@hotmail.com

Sheryl Kleppe 
skkleppe@gmail.com

Bette Lee 
frbelee@gmail.com

Naomi Ziegler 
zieg0110@umn.edu

Sick? Hospitalized?
Please contact the Church 
Office if you would like a 
visit from Pastor Weeks. 

(507) 645-8252
Or visit  

www.northfieldstp.org/
prayers-and-announcements

Staff Reports:
• Pastor David Weeks provided a report. 

Highlights include:
   Ministry/Activities of previous month:

 - Began in person worship on Ash 
Wednesday.

 - Sunday in person worship with about 20 
people attending.

 - Lectio Divina continues on Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m.

 - Easter Sunday will have two worship 
services.

   Looking Ahead:
 - He plans to do some outdoor activities for 

connecting. 
 - Calls will continue as during the pandemic.

• Julie Klock was in attendance and wanted 
to thank all the staff who have stepped up 
while she is in Arkansas helping her mother. 
Annalissa and Josie have done a great job 
and she looks forward to being back to work 
with them on future opportunities for family 
worship. 

Ministry Teams:  
Stewardship (Capital Projects) Committee  
council members: Steve and Tom.  
Projects continuing in the future:

• Roof repair
• Middle School room
• Narthex updating
• Bell tower insulation
• Parking lot repairs

Julie would like to have locks put on the 
doors (hallway by kitchen and fellowship 
hall) off the atrium so the outside door could 
remain open for people to pick up or drop off 
items.

Community Outreach council member: Sheryl

Property council member: Patrick

Faith Formation council member: Naomi

Congregational Life council member: Mary

Music/worship council member: Jolene

Congregational Care council member: Bette

New Financial Administrator:  Terrance Hassanally.

Treasurer’s Report:  Tom reported income for 
February 2021 was strong coming in at $33.5K, 
about 2.2K above budget. Year to Date income 
is $55.6K which is about $7K below budget 
plan. Expenses for February was $32.9 which 
is $.6 below budget.  The total net for February 
was $.6 K surplus. YTD we are at a $7.4K deficit.

Sarah’s House:  (Parsonage) is rented by Ruth's 
House and is still waiting on more residents.

Use of Church Protocol:  Sheryl and Naomi are 
still working on renting room(s). There was 
discussion on accommodating more people 
for in person worship.

Closing:  Motion to adjourn by Sheryl. Bette 
seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned 
with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:25.

Next Council Meeting is Tuesday, 
April 13, at 7 PM via zoom. 

Minutes by Jolene Manzey, Secretary.

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Council Highlights
February 9, 2020 • 7:00 p.m. 
Present:  Bleckwehl, Bougie, Hill, Kleppe, Julie Klock, Lee, Manzey, Picha, Pastor Weeks, Ziegler
Call to Order: President Steve Hill called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Approval of the Agenda: Sheryl moved approval of agenda and Mary seconded. The motion was carried.
Devotions: Pastor Dave began a discussion on an article about post-pandemic church. It calls for adaptive 
leadership. St. Peter’s will continue live church as well as in person worship. The key word to future is con-
necting because the connection won’t necessarily be in the church building. We need to equip people for 
connection. Christ in Our Home is apt for this future worship. It needs to focus on Jesus and everyone needs 
to be included in finding groups, some intergenerational.
Approval of Minutes: Naomi moved approval of February minutes. Bette seconded. The motion was carried.



Non-Profit Organization

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Northfield, MN 55057
Permit Number 121

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
418 East Sumner Street

Northfield, Minnesota 55057

Please contact the Church Office if you’ve moved 
or if you would like to be removed from our mailing list. 

(507) 645-8252 

 St. Peter’s Lutheran/Northfield

Like us on
Facebook

A ministry request form is now on our website at  
www.northfieldstp.org, under the ministry tab. 

Find us
On-Line

www.northfieldstp.org

www.northfieldstp.org/register

Worship on-line anytime, anywhere:
facebook.com/northfieldstp

www.northfieldstp.org/virtua l-worship

Worship in-person, 9am Sundays 
register at:

Maundy Thursday, April 1
6:30 p.m.   Worship with Holy Communion 

Live on facebook & in-person

Good Friday, April 2
6:30 p.m.   Worship live on facebook & 

in-person

Easter Sunday, April 4
Worship with Holy Communion

Live on facebook @ 9:00 a.m.

Worship with Holy Communion
In person @ 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

You are encouraged to register via our website to attend in person. 
Health safty information is available there as well.  

www.northfieldstp.org/register

He is He is 
Risen!Risen!

The recording will be available on facebook and our website any time there after.

www.northfieldstp.org/register
http://www.facebook.com/northfieldstp
https://www.northfieldstp.org/virtual-worship

