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Dear friends at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
I have been asked to write a column 

for the Parish Visitor on the “Joy of Giving.” Some 
of the guidelines include what are some of the 
influences in our giving and who taught us that 
we should give joyfully.

An introduction for those that don’t know 
us: We moved to Northfield in the summer of 
1987 and joined St Peter’s either that fall or the 
following spring. We had visited each of the ELCA 
churches in Northfield, and St Peter’s felt like 
home to us. Keith was 8 years-old, Bekki was 4, 
and Shari was pregnant with Kevin. Bethany was 
born in 1993. The youngest two were baptized at 
St Peter’s and all 4 were confirmed here. All four 
were very active in youth programs. Both of us 
have served on several committees (stewardship, 
youth and pastoral call to name a few). We are 
now empty nesters with 6 grandchildren. Shari 
taught Spanish at Northfield High School (retired 
in 2015) and I was the Athletic Trainer at St Olaf 
College (retired in 2017).

I grew up in a Lutheran parsonage. Yes, I am a 
PK (Preacher’s Kid)! Or, to be politically correct, 
a TO (Theologian’s Offspring). You would think 
that we had conversations at the dinner table 
regarding giving. If those conversations occurred, 
I have no memory of them. The word “tithe” is in 
my memory bank from early on, so there must 
have been a conversation at some time. Mom 
always had an envelope for the offering plate, 
but I never knew how much was in it. As all of 
Dad’s parishes were rural 2-point parishes, I can’t 
imagine his salary being anything above minimal. 
It didn’t occur to me that we were poor, but we 
must have been. I am sure that they tithed from 
that minimal salary. Somehow, the idea of tithing 

sunk in with me!

As adults, we always strived to tithe, but 
we never reached that level. We would see 
meager annual increases in our teacher salaries, 
accompanied by even larger cost of living 
increases. We would take our giving up another 
level, but never enough. We were spending our 
money based on a budget that had the church as 
the last item. If we were short for a given month, 
that shortage came out of what we had pledged 
for the church. Not sure when it happened, but 
we switched our thinking to putting the church 
first on our budget. While it didn’t make us 
rich, we noticed that almost always there was 
enough at the end of each month. Instead of 
begrudgingly giving what was left at the end of 
the month, we joyfully gave at the beginning of 
the month. And we almost always had enough at 
the end of the month to meet our needs.

As a person who has been around athletics 
at many different levels all my life, I don’t want 
the following to be a slam on sports or other 
activities. But families seem to always have 
enough money to cover participation fees, 
entry fees, equipment costs. The same could 
be said about almost all activities that our kids 
are involved in. It is also true about our hobbies 
and activities that we adults are involved in. If 
the above is true, why are we constantly trying 
to short the one activity that might be the most 
important for our children, for our families, for 
us – our church? St Peter’s has needs (salaries, 
mortgage, utilities, etc.) that must be met each 
month. Our outstanding financial staff are doing 
a great job of keeping the income and the 
expenses close to each other, but month after 
month the reports are not very good. We need 
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Worshiping Separately, Together
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Faith Formation & Adult EdFaith Formation & Adult Ed 
   by Julie Klock, Faith Formation Director

A note from Julie:

Hello friends - what an adventure we’ve been having this 
spring. It is already getting hard to remember what it was 
like BEFORE most of us stayed home. That is probably a good 
thing, in the long run, because looking back on how things 
“used to be” isn’t all that useful for life in the kingdom of God. 

At this time, and in this place, we are called to be church 
in a new way - and we’re doing it! We are finding new ways 
to worship together, study together, pray together, and be 
together. We’re finding new ways to invite people to be part 
of our lives and of our faith. Keep up the good work. Stay in 
the moment. Solve the puzzles created by the changes. And 
rejoice - for we are in good company! Jesus brought new 
ways. Luther brought new ways. Now it’s our turn.

We wrapped up most “official” learning programs for 
this school year on April 29th. However, family ideas will 
continue to reach you through your inboxes. 

Family Faith Practices:  
(for all households)

We don’t know when we’ll be gathering in person again, 
but I want to share some Faith Practices that are best done 
at home, and that have blessed many people over many 
centuries. These are not projects to complete, but things 
you can repeat, and in the repetition, grow closer to God. 
You are never done; you will never achieve mastery, but the 
practicing will shape you. Just as athletic or musical practice 
shapes you for other parts of your life, you will find that faith 
practices will carry forward into your whole life as well.

One practice people find life-changing is to intentionally 
practice gratitude. There are many different ways to do 
this - here are three ideas to use, or to use as inspiration for a 
practice of your own devising:

•  Keep a gratitude journal. Each night before you go to 
sleep, write the date, and 1-3 things you are grateful for, 
from that day.

•  Make a gratitude jar. Once a week, gather the  
household and have everyone write down something for 
which they are grateful. Dates are good here too since the 
note might say grateful to have recovered from ear  
infection, or whatever.

•  Build a scrapbook/album (physical or on-line) of pictures 
of things for which you are thankful - love how much work 
your food processor saves you during canning season? Take 
a picture and add it to your album.

Give thanks in prayer for these blessings as well, and 
set a regular time to look over your gratitudes: New Year’s, 
Thanksgiving, your birthday, or whenever works for your 
context, or when you are feeling less than grateful. And feel 
free to adapt these ideas into a practice that works for you. 

Summer 2020:
Because of the uncertainty surrounding the pandemic, 

we have decided to move this year’s planned Vacation 
Bible School to the summer of 2021. If you are already 
registered, you’ll be hearing about refunds.

At this time, our Good Earth Village Day Camp is still a 
go, so go ahead and register! It’s scheduled for August 3-7 
and we are hopeful that we will be able to go ahead with it!

We hope to reschedule our BeFriender Training Retreat 
for mid-late summer.

We are still considering ways for families to gather for 
fun and fellowship over the summer. We’re shooting for 
some Wednesday night gatherings for the whole family/
household. As soon as we know what we will be able to do - 
we’ll share it with you!

Be sure to have the Be sure to have the 
kids tune in on Sunday kids tune in on Sunday 

mornings, too, as mornings, too, as 
Julie has brought the Julie has brought the 

Children’s Message back Children’s Message back 
to worship!to worship!
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Music NotesMusic Notes  
   by Mary Kay Bougie, Coordinator of Music

He Is Risen! Hallelujah!
Greetings, dear St. Peter’s church members! I pray that 

each of you are doing well and managing during this 
stressful time.

Holy Week this year exhibited a different worship style 
than likely any of us have ever experienced in our lifetime. 
Church members could only attend worship via a computer 
screen. St. Peter’s staff compiled and sent out packets of 
visual aids for the week, hoping it would be a helpful tool to 
feel involved in worship.

For Holy Week, the sanctuary was beautifully set, four 
times, special thanks to Kelley Erickson and Jeannie Spittle. 
Also thanks to Terra Wierson, our tech professional, who 
recorded each of the services and brought them to you 
via Facebook and our website. Thank you, Richard Collman, 
who prepared very fitting and moving organ solos and 
accompaniments to our hymns for each of the services. 
Thanks to Julie Klock - our wonderful pillar of keeping the 
congregation connected. We are also thankful for the readers 
of the services, Dan Hagen, Patrick Bougie, Doris Welke, 
Richard DeBeau, and Bill Bleckwehl. Thank you Pastors Mark 
Rydberg and David Weeks, for leading the services and 
preaching the 2,000 year old account on which our Christian 
faith is centered. Besides this small gathering of people at 
each of these services, the sanctuary was empty. And yet 
hundreds gathered online to witness Holy Week.

We heard from scripture:

Palm Sunday

“The next day the huge crowd that had arrived for the 
Feast heard that Jesus was entering Jerusalem. They broke off 
palm branches and went out to meet him. And they cheered: 
Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in God’s name!” John 12;12-
13 (from The Message)

Thank you, huge crowd of online St. Peter’s worshippers!

Maundy Thursday 

“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the 
same way I loved you, you love one another. This is how everyone 
will recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the love 
you have for each other.” John 13:34-35 (from The Message)

Thank you, followers of Jesus. We can be his disciples 
wherever we abide, showing love: at home, as an essential 
worker on the job, and via our social media activity.

Good Friday

“They took Jesus away. Carrying his cross, Jesus went out to 
the place called Skull Hill, where they crucified him” John 19:18 
(from The Message)

Thank you, Martin Luther, for your words:

Even as we live each day, Death our life embraces.
Who is there to bring us help, Rich, forgiving graces?
You only, Lord, you only!
Baptized in Christ’s life-giving flood: Water and his 
precious blood—
Holy and righteous God, Holy and mighty God,
Holy and all merciful Savior, Everlasting God,
By grace bring us safely Through the flood of bitter 
death.
Lord, have mercy.

Easter Sunday

“The women, deep in wonder and full of joy, lost no time 
in leaving the tomb. They ran to tell the disciples. Then Jesus 
met them, stopping them in their tracks. “Good morning!” he 
said. They fell to their knees, embraced his feet, and worshiped 
him. Jesus said, “You’re holding on to me for dear life! Don’t be 
frightened like that. Go tell my brothers that they are to go to 
Galilee, and that I’ll meet them there.” Matthew 28:9-10 (from 
The Message)

Even though we are not allowed to gather in person right 
now, Jesus is still meeting us where we are. Thank you, Jesus!

1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
who did once upon the cross Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

4 Sing we to our God above Alleluia!
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!
praise him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”, Verse 1 based on Latin hymn,  
14th cent, Copyright: Public Domain
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Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for the gift of sabbatical February and March. Traveling with 

St .Olaf students in New Zealand and Australia was a joy. We learned 
and experienced so much. It is impossible to describe the beauty of the 
landscapes. Due to coronavirus, we returned home early, which was 
disappointing. However, it is 
good to be home. The biggest 
challenge is not being able to see 
and hang out with family, friends, 
and sisters and brothers in Christ. 
I know you also miss being with 
the people you love the most. 
Here are a few photos of our time 
in New Zealand and Australia. 
I look forward to the day when 
we can sit down together and 
reconnect.

Peace,  David
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Happy 

Birthday

Madyson Sevcik 
Violet Weed

2
Happy 

Birthday

Tom Metz

3
9:00 am Live- 
stream  Worship

Happy 
Birthday

Jeannie Spittle

4 5
Happy 

Birthday

Dale Boyum

6
Happy 

Birthday

Nicole Laue 
Nancy Nytes

7
Happy 

Birthday

Ethan Anderson 
Karen Turner

8
Happy 

Birthday

Borris Mokoff 
Chad Seeley 

Jim Trebelhorn 
Terra Wierson

9

10
MOTHER’S DAY 
9:00 am Live- 
stream Worship

Happy 
Birthday

Madeleine Douah 
Barb Liebenstein 
Wendell Spittle

11
Happy 

Birthday

Ben Palmquist

12
Happy 

Birthday

Laura Gilligan 
Lorraine Lemke

13
Happy 

Birthday

Jim McKinnon 
Amy Palmquist

14
Happy 

Birthday

Bob Baker

15 16
Happy 

Birthday

Peter Lovoll 
Nolan Thompson 
Harland Wegner

17
9:00 am Live- 
stream Sunday 
Worship

Happy 
Birthday

Brian Paulson

18
Happy 

Birthday

Karen Johnson

19 20
Happy 

Birthday

Thomas Culhane

21
Happy 

Birthday

David Boyum 
Roger 

Hendershot 
Dan Scharber

22
Happy 

Birthday

Steve Reindal

23
Happy 

Birthday

Terry Heilman

24
9:00 am Live- 
stream Worship

Happy 
Birthday

Lori Lieske 
Melissa Wiste 
Naomi Ziegler

25
MEMORIAL DAY

26
Happy 

Birthday

Kristin Harner

27
Happy 

Birthday

Aimee Bergee

28
Happy 

Birthday

Allan Boyum 
Carol Irwin 

Seth Thompson

29 30

31
9:00 am Live 
stream Worship

Happy 
Birthday

Dianne Peterson

If your birthday was not listed, 
please contact the Church Office and 

we will add your birthday to our 
database.  Thanks!

Check www.northfieldstp.org for calendar changes. 
Sign up to receive weekly e-mails on the website.

May && June 
Worship Leaders

May EventsMay Events  &&  BirthdaysBirthdays

Thank you, volunteers! If you are 
unable to assist on the date assigned, 

please change with someone else 
on the list and contact the church 
office so that the bulletin can be 

updated: (507) 645-8252

Date Time Reader

May 3 9:00 a.m. Scott Bergemann

May 10 9:00 a.m. Rebecca Peterson

May 07 9:00 a.m. Julia Daly

May 24 9:00 a.m. Michon Weeks

May 31 9:00 a.m. Sandy Bremer

June 7 9:00 a.m. Richard DeBeau

June 14 9:00 a.m. Laura Gilligan

June 21 9:00 a.m. Julia Daly

June 28 9:00 a.m. Sheryl Kleppe

An updated Time 
and Talent list 
will be created 
near the end of 

the summer!
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more people sitting in the pews. We need more people digging 
a little deeper into their pocketbooks. And we need more people 
choosing electronic giving.

One of the smartest moves we made was to switch to electronic 
giving. We filled out a simple form with our bank information and 
identified how much we wanted withdrawn each month. Half 
of that comes out on the 1st , the other half on the 15th . All we 
need to do is JOYFULLY record it in the checkbook register. When 
we travel or miss for any reason, we don’t have to worry about 
playing catch up. Twice we have asked for a different amount to 
be withdrawn. When we both retired, our income was a little less 
and it was questionable if we could make it on that amount. We 
asked for a reduced amount and that was quickly taken care of. 
More recently, we recognized that our expenses had stabilized, 
and we requested an increase. That was also taken care of quickly. 
We are still able to give a little more by writing a check for special 
occasions. Electronic giving is so easy, and it benefits the church in 
many ways. We highly recommend that you check into this method 
of giving.

I’m looking forward to being able to worship side-by-side with 
you again. Until then, STAY HEALTHY and keep your loved ones (and 
everyone) safe!

Dan Hagen, Member of St. Peter’s

American Red Cross Blood 
Drive a Success!

On April 15th the Red Cross held a blood drive here at St. 
Peter’s. The drive was originally scheduled to be held at Carleton 
College and to span over three days. Naturally, the appointments 
filled up fast and the crew was very busy all day. All in all 50 units 
were collected for the blood bank. Thank you to Char Hamblin for 
organizing the location move and to all who were involved!

FROM PAGE 1: 

“On Eagles’ Wings” composer writes a hymn inspired 
by the pandemic, in hopes of providing comfort:

Fr. Michael Joncas, a resident of St. Paul, typically takes up to a month to compose a hymn. 
With his latest, “Shelter Me”, it took about seven hours. He “woke up in the middle of the night 
March 25 with a nagging idea. He had been praying about the coronavirus, and wondered if 
music could play a special role in these uncertain times.” (1) What came to Joncas’ mind was 
Psalm 23, how it reminds us of God’s nearness – even while we are suffering.

He wrote the lyrics as a paraphrase of the psalm, and how it relates to our lives during this 
pandemic. He says, “We beg that we continue to have intimacy with God. But right now, we’re 
kind of walking through the valley of the shadow of death.” (2)

For our benefit, Joncas quickly sent the hymn to his publisher (GIA), who has generously 
allowed congregations to have access to it without cost for a year.

Because of Good Shepherd Sunday, there is more than one reason to begin singing this 
hymn on May 3rd ! Hope 
you enjoy the hymn, and 
that it brings you peace.

For more about the 
composer and the 
hymn text, please look 
up the article online at: 
https://thecatholicspirit.
com/news/local-news/
pandemic-inspires-father-
joncas-to-compose-
hymn-shelter-me/     
(This is where the two 
quotes above originate.)

ELCA COVID-19 
Response Fund

Please give if you are in 
a position to do so. Our 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America has set up a site for 
donating money in support 
of fulfilling needs right here 
in the US, and around the 
world, related to the COVID-19 
outbreak.

Follow the link in the banner 
on the www.elca.org home 
page.

Donations will go towards 
things like food pantries, 
homeless shelters and social 
services where people can get 
help they need including access 
to sanitation and health care.

Permission to use  from OneLicense.net license number A-708055.
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Worship on-line with us Sunday mornings at 9:00 am!
Facebook Live

facebook.com/northfieldstp

Watch replays and find service bulletins on our website:
www.northfieldstp.org

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Council Highlights
April 14, 2020 • 7:00 p.m. 

Present:  Bougie, C. Hill, S. Hill, Kleppe, Julie Klock, Lee, Picha, Sillanpa, Pastor David Weeks, Ziegler

Approval of the Agenda: The agenda was approved by all.

Devotions: The devotion was led by Pastor David, a reading from Colossians 3. Council members shared how 
they are doing and offered gratitude to the staff for covering everything while Pastor David was on sabbatical.

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the February minutes was made by Kleppe 
and seconded by Lee – all voted yes. (no council meeting in March)

Staff Reports:

• Julie Klock provided a report. Some of the highlights include: Adjustments made to our church calendar and 
services due to COVID19 and the need to social distance. No Vacation Bible School this summer. BeFrienders 
have worked to determine which members were most isolated by this COVID19 event and implemented a 
telephone check-in program - so far 42 households called. She is working on ways to continue to connect with 
the youth of the church; she has offered faith practice activities for Sunday School families to do at home.

• Pastor David Weeks ended his sabbatical early due to returning from Australia early because of COVID19. Very 
glad to be back for Palm Sunday and the Holy Week Services. Grateful to Julie, Mary Kay, Terra, and all others 
who have covered everything at St. Peter's while he was away. Pastor David would like to continue recording 
church services even after we are able to all gather together again. He plans to make himself available via 
zoom to members while we have to socially distance. Pastor David will also be in the office 8am-noon, Tuesday 
through Friday.

Capital Projects Committee:  The downstairs water heater is in; insulation project is done; Picha will be moving 
items out of the garage; the roof by the elevator shaft will be inspected soon.

Treasurer’s Report:  Picha gave a report. We have a deficit; our income is down and expenses up. We hope church 
members will consider giving their offering through Paypal, Vanco, Billpay or another automatic payment 
service. Members can also mail a check to the church if they prefer.

Review of the Church Council Retreat at the end of February:  The council had a meaningful retreat at the end 
of February. Diana Parks, Executive Director of Good Earth Village, served as facilitator. Discussion about where 
we see God in our work at St. Peters, ideas were brainstormed, and a number of goals were created. Discussion 
about welcoming guests and new members – we would love to have people join our congregation. Discussion 
about ministry teams and how to energize those teams.

Pastor Emily Carson:  From the Synod led the worship service on March 8. She delivered a program on 
Congregational Vitality and Stewardship during the Community Connection in the Fellowship Hall following 
the service. She ended her time that morning by having brunch with the church council and further discussing 
stewardship.

Parsonage Update:  Short term rental May 15 – Sept 1. Ruth’s House no longer able to rent the parsonage starting 
in September. Looking at other alternatives, including approaching the CAC.

Gift Acceptance Policy:  Tharan Leopald, Regional Gift Planner, led a discussion regarding creating a gift acceptance 
policy for St. Peter’s Church back in February and then drafted up a policy for us to use. Currently reviewing.

Blood Drive at St. Peters Church on 4/15/2020:  Red Cross will be running a blood drive at St. Peters. We will look 
into hiring Service Master to clean/disinfect following the blood drive.

Closing:  Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:18pm

Next Council Meeting is Tuesday, May 12 at 7pm via zoom. 
Submitted by Amy Sillanpa, Secretary

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Mission Statement:  

Believe, Belong, Become. 
To express God’s love and  

grace in building a community  
where people believe in God,  

belong to Christ, 
and become disciples who  
serve in day to day living.  

Council
Steve Hill, President 

stevendhill12@hotmail.com

Patrick Bougie, VP 
bougiepatrick@yahoo.com

Tom Picha, Treasurer 
picha6@charter.net

Amy Sillanpa, Secretary 
amy.sillanpa@gmail.com

Claire Hill 
clairehill20@hotmail.com

Bette Lee 
frbelee@gmail.com

Sheryl Kleppe 
skkleppe@gmail.com

Naomi Ziegler 
zieg0110@umn.edu

Sick? Hospitalized?
Please contact the Church 
Office if you would like a 
visit from Pastor Weeks. 

(507) 645-8252
Or visit  

www.northfieldstp.org/
prayers-and-announcements
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Please contact the Church Office if you’ve moved 
or if you would like to be removed from our mailing list. 

(507) 645-8252 

 St. Peter’s Lutheran/Northfield

Like us on
Facebook

A ministry request form is now on our website at  
www.northfieldstp.org, under the ministry tab. 

Find us
On-Line

www.northfieldstp.org

THANK YOU for you ongoing support of the mission 
of St. Peter’s Lutheran. Though we cannot physically gather 
together, we continue Worshiping Separately, Together through 
Facebook Live. Our worship services are also accessible through 
our website a few minutes after they conclude. Through our 
phones, Facebook, Zoom and other means, we continue to love 
and support each other. The mission of the Church continues.

If you are one of many who traditionally gave your financial 
offering through the offering plate in worship, you’ll need to 
utilize a different method until we can congregate again. Here 
are a few options:

•  Mail your offering to St. Peter’s through the USPS.

•  Set up Bill Pay through your bank. The bank will mail a check 
to St. Peter’s.

•  Set up automated withdrawal with VANCO—weekly, 
semi-monthly, or monthly. Forms are available at www.
northfieldstp.org or in the church office.

•  Use Paypal on our website: www.northfieldstp.org.

If you want to drop off your offering at St. Peter’s, Pastor David 
will maintain office hours Tues-Friday, 8:00 am-noon. Other 
options include, mailing your offering envelope, using Bill Pay 
through your bank, setting up an automated withdrawal.

In these challenging and difficult times, we have plenty about 
which to worry. But, we are also grateful—for community, for 
love and support from our friends, for God’s abiding presence. 
Again, THANK YOU for all the ways, seen and unseen, known 
and unknown, that you have shared God’s love in Jesus with the 
world.


